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ANSWER 


LETTER to a Diſſenter, ec. 


Fter many a Thought upon a Late Paper, Entitled 
[ A Letter to a Diſſenter, &c.] I am come to This 
Reſolution within my ſelf : Firſt, That it both Re- 
quires, and Deſerves a Thorough- Anſwer. 21y, That 

"Mo No man can ſo Properly Speak to't, as a True Son 

of the Church of Englaad ; for I take it to be his Province, and 

Duty, in ſo Peculiar a manner, that ſuch a Perſon, if Compe- 

tently Qualify'd for That Office, can hardly Expett his Mothers 

Bleſſing, withont ſaying ſomewhat upon This Subject, in her YVin- 

aicatiom. By a Thorough- Anſwer, | mean, the Taking of the Let- 

ter Paragraph by Paragraph, and ſpeaking to the Whole, and to 

Every Part of it, all under one. My Courſe, I know, lyes be- 

twixt Two Rocks; where tis Odds, that a man either daſhes Vpor 

One of them, or 1s Cr#ſh*d to pieces Betwixt them. But He that 

is in his Duty, is never out of his Way. So that being Fully Sa- 

tisfy*d already in the aim, my Next Care mult be, not to 

Tranſpgreſs in the Marnzer of my Proceeding : Wherein I Propoſe to 


Deliver my Thoughts, Plainly, and without Diſgniſe ; And not 


to Depart, in the Leaſt Scruple, from the Rules of Charity, A10- 
deration, Truth, and Candor ;, Nor (fo far as my Underſtanding 
will ſerve me )) from the Dignity and Charatter of my Profeſſion. 
I will not go behind the Door neither, to Conceal my Name ; 
for I have liv'd Open and Barefac'd a Long Time, and, by the 
Grace of God, I will not Dye in a Diſgziſe. Briefly, I ſhall take 
the Freedom to Speak what I Think, without either Vanity, or [- 


folence ; and make as odeſt an Uſe of a Common Liberty, (with 
A 2 leave 
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leave for the Compariſon) as any Other of His Majeſties Subjefs 
whatſoever. And when I ſhall have done with the Publique Part 
of This Diſcourſe, I ſhall beſtow a Few Pages upon a Poſt feripr 
for my ſelf. 

*The Letter it ſelf is Addreſsd to a Diſſcater ; and why may not 
Ay Anſwer be Addreſs'd to a Diſſenter too ? For there's a Parity .. 
of Reaſon, Indifferently, in Both Caſes, where the Two Parties Re- 
ſpectively Concerned, are not Both of a Mind. Beſide, that by 
This Means, IT have an /#troduttion, ready to my hang, here over 
and above: for the Firft Paragraph will ſerve the Anſwerers Pur- 
poſe, as well as it did the Authors; And ſince I carmot Greet him 
in Better Words, I ſhall do it ſo far in his Ow. 


———_—_— 


A Letter to a Diſſenter, &c. 


E1K, 

Since Addreſſes are in faſhiom, give me leave to make one to you, 
This ts neither the Fffett of Fear, Intereft, or Reſentment ;, therefore 
you may be ſure it*ts ſincere : and for that reaſon it may expett to be 
kindly received. Whetker it will have power enongh to Convince, depend- 
eth upon the Reaſons, of which you are to juage ;, and upon your prepara- 
tion of Mind, to be perſmaded by Truth, whencver it appeareth to you. 
It onght not to be the leſs welcom, for coming from a friendly hand, one 
whoſe kindneſs to you ts not lefſened by differcnce of Opinion, and who 
will not let his thoughts for the Publick_ be ſo tyed or confined to this or 
that Sub-diviſion of Proteſtants, as to ſtifle the Charity, which beſides 
all-other Arguments, ts at this time become neceſſary to preſerve us. 


| Can with a very Good Conſcience put my hand to This Pre- 
FJ face ; for I have really All Thoſe Peaceable and Compaſſionate 
Diſpoſitions about me, at This Inſtant, that the very Author of 
the Letter would be thought to have ; ſo that we may proceed, 
I think, without any more Ceremony. 


a 
F am neither furprized nor provoked, to ſee that in the condition you 
were put into by the Laws, and the ill circumſt ances you lay under, by ha- 


ving the Exclution and Rebellion laid to your Charge, you were deſirous 


to make your ſelves leſs uncaſie and obnoxiou: to Authority. Men who are 


ſore,-run to the neareſt Remedy with too much haſte, to conſider all the 


CON 
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conſequences : Grains of allowance are to be given, where Nature giveth 
ſuch ſtrong Influences. When to Men under Sufferings it offereth Exſe, 
the preſent Pain will hardly allow time to examine the Remedies ; and 
the ſtrongeft Reaſon can hardly gain a fair Audience from our Mind, 
whilſt ſo poſſeſſed, till the ſmart 1s a little allayed, | 7 


Here's a Plain, anda Short Proverb, that may ſerve for a Av{er. 

Paraphraſe\ upon This Clauſe. [ Out of the Frying-Pan into the , 
Fire. ] The Diſſenters, it ſeems, were Uneaſig-winder the Penal 
Laws ;, Unſafe under Certain Criminal Imputations , And, in This 
Diſtreſs, like Drowning Men, they. laid hold of Any thing that 
came next to Hand'; Miſtook their Way and their Meafures, for 
want of Time to Look before they Leapt. The Author of the Let- 
ter fancies them-an a Streight ; And then to Deliver them from a 
Calamity of his Own Creating, Charitably puts in, and Pities. 
them ;, Suppoſes ſome very Dangerous Miſcarriage ; Aſſigns the 
Reaſon of it, and at the Same Time Furniſhes the Excuſe. The 
Inauendo of the Whole 1s Briefly This, that Matters are in an Evil 
State, and that the Severities of the Government have been the Cauſe 
ont ;, which are 'T'wo Dangerous Points to be Injefted into Peo- 
ples Heads at "This Time of the day : But, This is only an Arti- 
ficial Preparatory to make way for Somewhat more Conſiderable 
that is to follow. He ſpeaks of the Difſenters running - to the 
Neareſt Remedy ;, which, Under favour, is a Miſtake, if he Means 
the King's Declaration of Indulgence ; for That Remedy came to 
Them. And ſo in his Following Alegory. If it holds in State, 
as it does in Phyſick, the Patient is not to Examine the Remedy, 
but to Obſerve the Preſcription. And now to the Next Paragraph. 


T do not know whether the Warmth that naturally belongeth to New Letter. 
Friendſhips may not make it 4 Harder Task for me to perſwade you. It | 
#5 like telling Lovers, in the Beginning of their Joys, that they will in a 
Little Time have an End. Such an unwelcome Style doth not eaſily find 
Credit : But I will ſuppoſe you are not ſo far gone in your New Paſſion, 
but that you will Hear ſtill ; and therefore I am _— the Leſs Diſcou- 
ragement, when I offer to your Conſideration I'wo Things. The Firſt 
 zs, the Cauſe you have to ſuſpect your New Friends. The Second, 
the Duty: incumbent upon you, in Chriſtianity and Prudence, 7ot to 
Hazard the Publick Safety, neither by Deſire of Eaſe, nor of Re- 
Venge.. 


' We . 


Anſwer, . 
Sake of Exſe and Security,to the Warmth of a New-Fricndſhip, and of a 


64) 


"TE are Were Paſt Inſenſibly, and in the Courſe of Six Lines 
/ V from the Preſent, Compliances of the Dyſſesters, Purely for the 


New Paſſion ;, which is ſuch a kind of Leap,as if a Cripple, for being 
delivered from the Laſh,ſhould fall in love with the Beadle. I mult 
needs take Notice now, in This Place, by Anticipation, of a Paſ- 
ſage in the Next Clauſe, where the Gentleman tells the Diſſenters, 
that [Theſe New Friends did not make them their Choice but their Re- 
fuge ;] Which Implies, that the Roman C atholiques have not half the 
Kindneſs for the Diſſenters, that the Difſentcrs have for the Roman 
Catholiques : For at the rate of [ the Warmth of This New Friendſhip] 
and This[ New Paſſion, ] the Diſſeaters muſt be underſtood to make 
the Roman Catholiques rather their Choice, than their Refuge. So 
that according to this Proportion of Reaſoning, the Dyſſemters 


- muſt Relinquiſh, both their ztereſt and Tnclination, or there's No 


Good to be done upon them. But however, If they be not either 
too Sturdy, or too Stately, to Hearken to Reaſon, Here are [wo Pro- 
poſals laid before them : The Ore, of Caution, Founded upon 
[the Cauſe they have to ſuſpett their New Friends :] The, Other, of 


Duty, both in Chriſqganity and Prudence, not to Sacrifice the Publick, 


Letter. 


Peace,either to their Eaſe,or Revenge. Here is,in theſe Two Propo- 
fitions, not only Subject-Matter for the kindling,of Fealouſres, and 


for the Irritating of Fears, and Apprehenſions in the Conſequences of 


Things 3 But Miſunderſtandings Dittated, and Inculcated in Expreſs 
Terms, which cannot poſlibly fail of moving Vnqaiet T houghts, and 
of Diſſolving the Common Tyes of Faith, Friendſhip, and Allege- 
ance, by making Parties and Fattions ; and ſtirring Animoſtties a- 
mong the Kings Good Subjects. 

To ſpeak One Word now to the Duty of Conſulting the Pub- 
lique Safcty, the Queſtion will-be fhortly this, Whether the Bleſ- 
ſed end of Peace, with a Reſpect to Civil Matters, (for here's no 
talk of Religion) be not more likely to be Compaſ9d and Preſerv'd, 
by Uniting His Majeſties Liege People, than by Dividing them ? It 
is time now to go forward to the Azimadverſions, and Reaſonings 
that the Ingenious Aythor ſhall be pleaſed to Paſs upon his wo 
Laſt Heads. 


To the Firſt: Conſider, that notwithſtanding the Smooth Lan- 
guage which is now put on to Engage yon, Theſe new Friends did not 


make you their Choice, but their Refuge : They have ever made their 
| | | | Firſt 
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: Firſt Courtſhipt to the Church of England; and when they rere rejected 
: there, they made their Application to you in the Second Place. The Iy- 


\Pances of This might be given in All Times. I do not Repeat them, 


 "becaufe whatſoever 15 Unneceſſary, muſt be Tedions*;, the Truth of this 


a 


-Aﬀſertion being ſo Plain, as not to admit a Diſpute. You caniOt there- 
fore reaſonably Flatter your ſelves, that there 3s any Inclination to Tor. 
They never pretended to Allow You any Quarter, but to Uſber in Li- 
berty for Themſelves, under That Shelter. I refer you-to Mr. Cole- 
Ahan*s Letters, and the Journals of Parliament, where you may be 
onvinced, if you can be fo Miſtaken, as to Doubt. Nay, at this very 
tr, they can hardly forbear, in the height of their Conrtſhip, to let 
fall Hard Words of you. $0 little is Natnre to be reſtrained : It will 
flart out ſome times, diſdaining to ſubmit to the Vſurpation of Art and 
Intereſt. 22 - £2 - 


WWE are left mightily in the Dark here, how to underſtand his 
[Smooth Language] and his [ New Friends ;] Where we are to 
Lock for the One,and How we are to.Diſtinguiſhthe Other. If his Mean- 
ing be, that the Roman Catholiques are making Fatr Weather with 
the Diffenters, and withal, that the Difſenters are to Blame tor 
Cloſe with them, he ſhould do well to have a Care of his Charaters ; 
for a Man can very hardly Refle&t a Scandal upon the Whole Parry, 
without wounding their Head and Maſter. I would fain know.,if the 
King Himſelf does not fall within the Compats of One of Fhoſe New 
Friends ; or rather how it is poſſible it ſhould be Orherwi/e, with- 
out a Partienular Saving and Exception out of That Number. He 


ſpeaks of Thoſe 1Vew Friends that have ever made their F7i-ſt 


= 
4 


Courtſhips to the Church of England. FT would he had but told us 
Where, When, and How; Or what Commiſſion they had for the 
making of Theſe Overtures from One Community to Another But 
whether they Did, or whether they did Nor, comes all to a Cafe, 
tho-for the ſake of Trarth-and Fuſ#ice,]I muſt needs fay that [EVERT 
g0es4 little too far : For in That Great Revolution of 'the Long 
Rebellion, the Members of the Church' of Enpland ſoyned in a 
Common A&t of Prudence, Intereſt, and Conſcience, to'Meet them 
Half Way : Or if there were any Prioiry of Reſpect in the Mat 
ter, tf was on the: Chureh: of England's Side. I ſpeak of the Od 
Rebellion, when the Members of Both Churches felt by the Sides 
One of Another tn the Common Defence of their Prince, and 
their Connmry; their Honory and their Megeance, 


Burt 


Anſwer. 
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But when the Roman Catholiques were rejected there, they made 
their Application to the Diſſenters in the Second Place, he ſays ; 
and made them not their Choice, but their Refuge, without any 
Inclination for them at all. Well! And whether the Church of 
England-Mecn Reject the' Roman Catholiques, or the Roman Catho- 
liques Reject the Church of England-Men, *tis Juſt as Broad as. it is 
Long ;, for Whetherſoever of the Two ſtands in nced of a Third 
Intereſt; ?Tis not the Orthodoxy of the Perſwaſion,but the Strength 
of the Allye that He conliders : And what matters it for an J1ncli- 
nation of Kindneſs, where Neceſſity Creates an Inclination that does 
the Office of an Inclination by Nature ? What's more Ordinary, 
than for Two Mortal Enemies to Joyn in a Common Defence, 

for the Mutual Preſervation One of Another ? And 1 never met 
with any Man yet ſince I was born, that made it a Caſuiſtical Moot- 
Point, Whether a Man might Lawfully ſubmit, to have his Life, 
Liberty, and Fortune, Preſerved by a Man of Avother Opinion. This 
Gentleman tells the Dſſenters. that the Papiſts have No Kindneſs for 
them, and that they are not their Choice, but their Refuge. Now 
if This be.Ox#r Author's Own Caſe, (as by the Ayre of his Paper 
it appears to be) the Argument that he has Advanc'd againſt the 
New Friends, as he Calls them, holds Every Jot as good againſt 
Himſelf : And the Dyſſenters, with whom he has to do, have All. 
ont as good Reaſon to Suſpect the Oe, as the Other. He is pleaſed 
to Appeal to Coleman's Letters, and the Parliament Journals, though 
the One makes not at all for him, and the Other ſeems in ſome 
Reſpects to be Point-Blank Againſt him. Colemar's Buſineſs was 
aCommos Liberty, without Meditating any ACt of Violence or Sub- 
verſion. ., And then if the Journals be ſet One againſt Another, and 
a Deſign' of Uniting Proteſtants in a General Licenſe, oppoſed to 
the Uniting of Proteſtants, in a fſtrilt Conformity to the Rubrick. 
and Canons, they will do the Cauſe that This Gentleman has a-foot, 
at leaſt as much Hurt as Good. What ſignifies the following Ob- 
jection, that [he Papiſts can hardly forbear in the height of their 
Courtſhips to let fall Hard Words of the Diſſenters ,J If this Gentle- 
man, even in the Height of his Courtſhip, finds himſelf apt to 
Speak, or to Think Hardly of them too ? He ſays Extremely 
Well at laſt, in Contemplation of the Difficulty of Reſtraining 
Nature, [She Diſdains (he ſays) to ſubmit to the Uſurpation of 
Art and Intereſt.) This he Says, and This he Proves, in the ſame 
Breath, and Paper ;, for in deſpight of All the Art, and Intereſt of 
This Diſcourſe, his inclination ſhews it ſelf, and his Nature breaks 
through the Diſguiſe. Th 


Y 
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This Al.yance between Liberty and Infallibility, is bringing together Letter. 
the Two moſi contrary KA that are in the World. The Church of 
Rome doth not only di{lKeT the allowing Liberty, but by its Principles 
it cannot do it. Wine u not more expreſly forbidden to the Mahometans, 
than givipg Hereticks, Liberty, # to Papiſts : They are no more able 
to make gbod their Yows to you, than Men Married before, and their 
Wife alive, can confirm their Contraft with another. The Continuance 
of their Kindneſs would be a Habit of Sin, of which they are to Re- 
pent, and their Abſolution 1s to be had upon no other Terms, than their 


' Promiſe to deftroy you. You are therefore to be Hugged now, only that 


you may be the better Squeezed at another time, There muſt be ſomething 
Extraordinary, when the Church cf Rome ſctteth up Bills, and offereth 
Plaiſters, for Tender Conſciences : By all that hath hitherto appeared, 
ber Skill in Chirurgery lyeth chiefly in a Quick, Hand, to cut off Limbs ; 
but ſhe is the worſt at Healing, of any that ever pretended to it. 


F=*: a Splendid,and a Fallacious Amuſement, in the Firſt Line; Az/wer. 
and it is Plauſibly enough Purſued too ; but Inevitably at- 
tended with the Fate of All Things that are Bile upon a Falſe Bot- 
tom. Suppoſing| LIBERTY, Jand [INF ALLIBILITT, ]as the Matter 
is here ſet forth, and Afſam'd, to be the Preſent Point before us,up- 
on a Queſtion of Competition, or Conſiſtence. Upon this Suppoſal, | 
ſay, All the Following Coſt, and Figure, for the Dazling of 
Weak Eyes, and the Tranſporting of {mpotent Aﬀeftions, is very 
well Beſtowed upon it : But if Liberty and. /*fallibility ſhall fall 
out in This Caſe, to be Nothing a-kiz, The One, to be a, Civil 
Point ; The Other, a Religious; And the One, in ſhort, te Differ 
as much from the Other, as Dofrine. does from Prattite, or the 
Exerciſe of a Secular Power, from a Theological Perſwaſion ; Why 


- then This Liberty, and Infallibility, Truly Vnderſtood, and Rightly 


Diſtinguiſhed, may very well ſtand together, and the Holding of 
the One Opinion, does not at all Claſh with Permitting the Exer- 
ciſe of the Other. This Specious Sparkling Way of Reaſoning 
will have little more in't at laſt, than what we ſee Every Day in 
the Skill and Addreſs of Bird-catching, where the Twinkling of the 
Glaſs brings the Lark Dancing down into the Net. | 
A Man that would put his Thoughts, and his Wits upon the 
Stretch, might Enlarge till Doomſday, upon the Text of LIBERTY 
and INFALLIBILITT.But I am for ſpeaking Plain, Home,and inFew 


Words, to the Streſs of the SubjeCt in hand, rather than ſquand- 
B ring 
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ring away more Time and Paper than needs, in Talking it out 
at Length. | 

TheRoman-Catholique-INF ALLIBILITY,and theDiſſenters LIBE R- 
TY arc theTwo Hinges of the Controverlie here in Debate. Put them 
Oz,Rizht,and the Door Opens,or Shuts,with All the Eaſe in theWorld; 
Put it This Gentleman will needs ſet them on a-Cro/s, and then 
Exclayme againſt them as [the moſt Contrary Things in the World] 
when it is the Fault of the Workenan, not of the Hinges, that the 
Oe Hinders the Other, from doing its Proper Office. What help 
for*t ! This is an Error in the Specrlation of the Thing, that we 
ſee Dayly Diſprov'd, and Contradified, in Fait; And it muſt be a 
very Groſs Partiality, that ſhall take upon-it ſelf to ſupport Fancy 
againſt Experiment. Now if the Liberty, and Infallibility here Repre- 
ſented, Intended, and Deſigned, be quite Another Thing than the 
Liberty, and 1nfallibility that lies Naturally within the Compaſs of 
This Queſtion, all the Flowers that are here Employed for the Re- 
commending,and theG armniſbing of This Topique, howArtificially ſoever, 
mult not be Allowed to come up yet to the Leaſt Colour of a Con- 
cluſion, or an Argument, for any thing that hitherto appears. 

The Firſt Query toward the Diſcuſling of This Queſtion, will, 
in One Word, be Thiss What does This Gentleman mean by 
CLIBERTY?] Why docs he not give ſome Srandard of it? Is it a 
Detegminate,or an Unlimited Liberty *? Why is it not Aſcertain*d,that 
a Body may ſee Thorongh it ? For how ſhall any Man take upon 
him to make a Reaſonable Diſcourſe, upon an Unknown Meaning ? If 
he Means Liberty of CONSCIENCE, with a Reſpect to the Prefent 
Circumſtancesof the Diſſenters ; His Majeſties Gracious Declara- 


tion of April the 4th. Lalit Paſt, will moſt Explicitly Adjuft That * 


Point, in Theſe Following Words : 

We have thought fit, by Vertue of our ROYAL PREROGATIVE, 
to Iſſue forth This our Declaration of Indulgence. 

So that it 15 a Liberty,Granted by Yertue, and in the Right of Hs 
Majeſties ROY AL RREROG ATIVE : A Civil Liberty to Meet for a 
Religious Worſhip ;, Or in the Words of the Declaration it ſelf, For [the 
Free Exerciſe of _——_— The Plain Exgliſh of the Caſe isThis ; 
The Dyſſenters find titemmſelves Aggriev'd for want of Liberty of Cou- 
ſcience : And why ? But becauſe they cannot Meer to Worſhip God 
in their Afemblies, as they fay, they reckon themſelves: Bowid to do. 
This Reſtraint makes them  Vreaſie ; * The Law lies Heavy npon 
them; and they have no Means of Relief bnt by the Kizgs Suſ- 
pending the Execution of the Penalties in That Caſe Provided, and 

No Exerting 
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Exerting His Sovereign Authority in Their Favour. Now Every 
Body knows it for a Principle that is Rooted in the very Founda- 
tions of Governmept it ſelf, That All Pablique Aſſemblies ; That is 
to ſay, the Inditing, the Inhibiting, the Adjourning, Proroguing, Con- 
tinuing, or Diſſolving of them, are Entirely, and Incommunicably, 
at the Will, and Pleaſure of the Supreme Magiſtrate, The King, 
in the Right of This Power;:Allows'his People to ect, to the End 
that they may Worſhip. "The Diſperſation reſpes the Freedom of 
Aſſembliag, not the Articles of every Particular Congregation's 
Faith, or Creed. His Majeſty Grants /o much, as by His Preroga- 
tive he May, and not One Fot more ;, for All Humane Afts whatſoever, 
are, to All Purpoſes Yoid, when they come to break in once upon 
the Laws of God, and Nature : So that here?s neither Ground, 
Place, nor Pretence, for an Immoral, or an UVnrighteous Liberty : And 
if the Gentleman,in This Paragraph,ſpeaks of a Boxndlefs, and of an 
Tadefinite Licence, it neither 1S, neither CAM it be, neither can it be 
SUPPOSED to he, the Caſe that 1s here in Agitation. It Involvyes 
a Nullity, to Imagine it 10; and it Imports a Tacit Cenſure of Auth9- 
rity, even ſo much as to Inſimaate that It was ever Intended ſo: For 
No Power upon Earth Can eithcr Diſcharge, or ſo much as Suſpend, the 
Over-ruling, Diftates, and Sentences, of Equity, and of Right Reaſon 
Now *tis no Wonder, if the Church of Rome will never Endure a 
Liberty of This Latitude; for neither will any, Chriſtian Church that 
ever was upon the Face of the Earth, Endure it ; for it would be 
All one with the Over-ruling both of Law, and Goſpel ;, and the 
Deſtroying of Religion it fclf, as well as Chriſtianity at a Blow. 
Now if a Ziberty, in This Extent cannot ſo much as be Imagir'd, 
without a moſt Uncharitable, and a Dangerous Scandal; it mit, in 
Common Honeſty, be taken for Granted, that the Author of This 
Letter ſpeaks only of a Liberty, whithin a Reaſonable, and a Chriſt;- 
an Compaſs : So that to Acquir him of the Calmny, I find my ſelf 
Obliged to 14nd him of a Sceming Contradiction, There is a Li- 
berty, that is Evil jn it ſelf, with a Reſpect to the Matter thar it is 
Converſant about : And there is a Liberty, that is Evil, becauſe it is 
- Prohibited. The Former is Indiſpenſable ;, and All the Powers nnder 
the Sun can never make it Warrantable, The Latter was left 1n- 
different, till Authority Reſtrained it ; and the ſame Authority may 
ſet it at Liberty Again. So that the Liberty here ſpoken of, is an Al- 
lowable Liberty ;, "That is to ſay, a Liberty totally Depending upon 
the Politicah Judgment of the Sovereign Magiftrate ; Whether to 


Grant It or Not ; How Far; In What Caſes ; To what Parties ; 
BD 2 Under 
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Under What Limitations of Time, or Conditions > But whether A!- 
lowable, or Not Allowable ; Proteſtants, it ſeems, may ſet up their 


| Reſt upon't, that Hereticks are to expett No Quarter ; No Liberty, 


from Papiſts : Nay our Author is of Opinion, that they eſteem 
Themſelves under a moſt Conſcientious Obligation to Deſtroy Vs. The 
Late Havock that has been made among the Proteſtants in France, 
Concludes Nothing againſt the Judgment of the Church of Rome, 
concerning the Liberties and Privileges that they Enjoyed there 
in Former Times. To ſay nothing of the Freedom they are Al- 
lowed in Dzvers Other Places, where they live Intermixt. 

There will be No Great Difficulty, I hope, to bring the Gentle- 
man to Yield, that the Fatt is clearly Againſt him ; but if upon the 
Penning, and the Couching of This Clauſe, he had not ſo Totally 
Indulg'd his Inzclination, as not to Look Forward into the Tenden- 
cyof his Diſcourſe, : If, I ſay, he had not ſo eagerly Pref*d and 
Purſned the Point he had in his Eye, without Conſidering Whither 
he was a-going, or the Precipices that he had before him, he might 
have ſeen more Hazards than One, that were likely to Enſue upon 
his taking of Thts Biaf. And God Grant,that the Author of This 
Paper, may not be found to have been One of the Number that 
has formerly faln upon Ae, without Mercy, for a Dofrine, In- 
Jurionſly laid to My Charge, and which: he himſelf does Manifeſtly 
Enforce, and Sggeft, in this very Paragraph. It made a Heavy 
Noiſe for One While, ſince the Coming of His Sacred Majeſty to 
the Crown, that I ſhould hold forth in an Obſervator, That [All 
Subjefts were Bound to be of their Princes Religion] which I never 
Wrote," Said, or Thought, ſince T was Born: But I have been, and 
am ſt, -atid I doubt not but that I ſhall ever be, fully Perſwaded, 


that the Conſciexce of Obedience is the ſame upon All Swbjets, let the 


Religion of their Lawful Sovereign be what it will : And I ſay further, 
that theres a Religion of Allegeance, as well as of Faith. But to 
what I was about to fay. 

Here 1s a Point Agitated betwixt the Chnrch of Rome, and the 
Diſſenters, with an Eye to the Liberty that the Latter, at This 
Time pretend to, and Enjoy. Now Thrs Liberty is an ACt of State ; 
And the Church of Rome can have Nothing to do with it, any fur- 
ther, than by the Influence, which our Author poflibly Suppoſes 


they may have upon His Majeſty: So that there can be Ao Unfair 


Dealing in the Matter ; but in fuch a Manner, that, ſome way or 
other, Our Maſter muſt be made a Party to*t. The Diſſtnters have 
a Common Rig ht to the Equity of Hits Majeſties Gracious Promiſes, 

EG and 
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and Aſſurances, Exhibited in the Aforeſaid . Declaration : So that 
they are All as ſafe, as the Word of a King in a Royal Aft of Grace, 
Signd, SeaPd, and Deliver'd in the Preſence of God,  Avgels, and 
Men, can Make *em. If This be the very State of the Busneſs, how 
Vain, how Ungrateful, and how Unprofitable, 1s It, for Any Subject 
but to Grumble, as if he Dowbted the Performance! Nay, and how 
Fooliſh, Over and Above; for One Medling Proteſtant, to Provoke 
the Ruine, and the Inconvenience of All the Reſt ! 1 will hope af- 
ter All, that a Good Part of This Matter dropt from the Author 
in his Sleep - For if That which he Delivers in This Place, for 
the Conſcientious Doftrine of the Church of Rome, be, in Truth, 
ſo as he Affirms 1t to be, the ference Undenyable that Reſults from 
it, is This; That Hs Majeſty thinks himſelf Bound in Conſcience, to 
Deſtroy All Religions but his Own; Which would be certainly One, 
of the moſt Pernicious Impreſſions, if it ſhould once take Root a- 
mong the Common People, that was ever thrown into the Mouths of 
the Mulritude ;, and the moſt Deſtruttive of All Communities. But 
we have ( God be praiſed for it) for our 1»fallible Security, not 
only the Solemnity of Aſſtrances, and Declarations, but the Im- 
moveable Charatter of a Great, a Juſt, and a Wiſe Prince, whoſe 
Internal Honour, Generoſity, and Prudence are Ten Thouſand Guards 
upon him : Belide, a Merciful, a Powerful, and a Protefting Provi- , 
dence Above, to Watch over, both King, and People. | 


There lay a Great Streſs upon This Section ; and T had rather be 
Tedious,than ſpeak to*t by Halves. As for Hugging and Squeezing,”tis 
no more than a Common Trick of Policy, and Stare : A Man helps 
his Friend up the Ladder ; And has his Teeth Daſh'd out for his Pains. 

[There muſt be ſomething Extraordinary (he fays) when the Church 
of Rome ſerteth up Bills, and offereth PlaiFters for Tender Conſciences.} 
And truly I am content to Agree with the Metaphorical Author, 
that there Is ſomething in't, that is very Extraordinary ;, And Ple 
ſpeak Freely to't, when I come tot : But a Word by the Way ; 
If this Gentleman he a True Son of the Church of England. (as 
by the Ayre and Humour of his Diſcourſe he would appear to be) 
there is ſomething Extraordinary in the Church-of- England-Man's- 
Caſe, as wel as inthe Papiſts; And it is No Ordinary Thing for 
Him, to be Billing of it Neither : Beſide that it is not Fazr, for 
One Man: to find Fault with what Another does, and yet do = 
Same Thing Himſelf. As to the Church of Rome?*s Skill, or No 
Skill, either in Cutting or in Healing, 1 can ſay little more, than that 

| ſome 
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ſome of Our Good People have ſhewed themſelves Maſter-Operators, 
within the Memory of Man, irf®the very way of Amputation too ; 
whereever they. learnt the Trade : though the PRETENDED 
Murder of a FUSTICE, by the Papiſts, has put the ACTUAL 
Murder of a PRINCE, quite out of -Countenance. What ſhall 
I do now ? for This Chapter hangs yet upon my Fingers ; and I 
cannot get off, without another Touch upon the Subject of Libex- 
ty ; By which LIBERIY, I mean TOLERATION. 

No man perhaps, has Spoil'd more Paper upon This Argument, 
than my ſelf ; No man has been more for the Upholding of the 
Rubrick,, and Canons; No man more for the keeping of People up 
to the Stated Articles, and Conditions of our Communion ;, And I am 
the ſame Man in my Principles at This Day, that ever I was ; 
Though upon a Change of Circumſtances, I have likewiſe Vary*d 


my Judgment, with a reſpect to Hia, & Nunc, as to That Parti-. 


cular : For I take it to be Mightily Arzother Caſe,- under a Prince 
. of the Communion of the Church of Rome, from what it was un- 
der a Prince of the Ezgliſh Communion. My Religion 1s in every 
Point the Same; But That which Was the Intereſt of That Religion, 
in Former Times, is in ſome Innocent ReſpeCts, no Longer ſo. 
The Strifneſs, and. Rigowr, that was Laudable, and Meritorious, 
in the Oxe Caſe, would be Vnmannerly, and Provoking, in the Other. 
if I had had my Option, upon the late Mighty Change, the 
Church-of-England-Men, as an Ackyowledgment, as a Reſpett, and 
for Twenty - Reaſons Beſide, ſhould have Preſented His Majeſty 
with All Honourable Aſſurances of Freedom for his Own People, 
even without ſo much as Capirulatiag for Themſelves. Firſt, as an 
Act of Neceſſary Prudence ;, For Authority had the Better End of the 
Staff; And there was, Nothing to be Gorrez, by Conteſting and 
Strugling ; but muci to be Loft by't. 2ly. As a Tefhmonia of 
Reverence, and of Thankfulneſs; for it would have been no more 
than what was Due, from a Subjef to a Prince, upon the Matter of 
Deference, and Reſignation. There would have been No Point of 
Religion Y ielded ; Not the Leaſt Scruple of any Nicety of Conſcience 
Departed 'from ; but it would have made the King, and the 
King's Friends of the ſame Communion, Eaſe, and Happy. It 
would alſo have been a Retribution of Gratitude ; and a Verifica- 
tion of the Kings Opinion of the Church of England, by their 
PraCtice. The Words ought, not only to be Recorded in the 
Journals, both of the Parliament, and of the Council ; but like- 
wiſe in the Hearts of all his Majeſties Subjects. 
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Throw the Principles of the Church of England are for Monarchy ; 
and the Members of it have jhewed themſelves Good, and Loyal Sub- 
jects ; Therefore I ſhall always take Care to Defend and Support ut. 

Theſe were his Preſent Majelties Words at his Firit Sitting 1 
the Privy Council, after the Death of the Late Þlefſed king : And 
Theſe Words are to be made Good, in Honour, Duty, and Acky0w- 
ledgment, without Deliberating, or Starting, by Every Man that 
Profefſes himſelf a ember of That Church. 3ly. We could not 
better have Conſulted our own Peace, Freedom, and-Security ; for 
it is the Natural Reaſon, and Condition of the Thing, to Allow, as 
we would be Allowed ; and not to Do Any thing to Orhers, that 
we ſhould be Unwilling to ſee Turn®d upon ozr ſelves.” 

There is likewiſe a Fourth Reaſon, over and above All Thoſe 
before mentioned, to Oblige us as Chriſtians, and as men of Ten- 
derneſs, Humanity, and Common Fuſtice. It is now. a Long Time 
lince, that we have found the Pretended Popiſh Conſpiracy to be an 
Impoſture, and a Subornation;, And I would put it to the Conſci- 
ence of Every man, that has either by the Preſs, the Barr, the 
Pulpit, ( or I could go Higher if I pleaſed ) Contributed to the 
Credit of the Villaay, Whether he be not Bound to' make his Re- 
pentance, and his RetratFation, as Publique, as' ever his Seduttion 
was? If he has Cauſed Many People ro Believe a Lye; a Sangui- 
nary Lye; a Lye that has drawn 1anocent Bloud. after it ; He 1s 
No True Church-of-England-Man, if he does not Opevly Confeſs it 3 
Declare it ; and make All the: Publique Satisfattion for it that the 
Matter will bear; If he does not Endeavour the Setting of as 
many People &:ght again, as his Example, Authority. and Doftrine- 
had led out of the Way ; He's No True Penitent ; No Right Honeſt 
Man; and I might add to't, that he's no True-Chriſtian;, An Hy- 
pocrite of Blond is the Worſt of Hypocrites ;, and the 'Gwilt of it 
Sticks to his Conſcience, as well as the Gore of it to: his Chops, 
"till he has Waſh*d his Afouth, And it is not enough neither, where 
Men have been Fallly. Sworn out of their Lzves, for the Believers 
of thoſe Perjuries, and. Conſequently the Promoters of the Credit 
of: them ; and Conſequently yet once again, the Acceſſoryes (with 
leave of the Lawyers ) to the Axrders that Enſwd ; ( For IMur- 
ders they Were, to the Falſe Witneſſes. ) It is not enough, I fay, 
for a Man under Theſe Circumſtances, Barely to Clap his Hand 
upon his Breaſt, and fay The Lord Forgive me ; for I have Tunocent 
Bloud to- Anſwer for. No, not if he ſhould make Proclamation of 
it in Gath, and red it in the Streets of | A;haloa 5 without doing, a 
Right: 
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Right to All Perſons concern'd, in ſome Proportion, to the Lv- 


Jury ; In fine, without Aroning, in ſome Degree, for Paſt Indig- 
mitics, by Future Kindneſſes, and Reſpefs : As who ſhould ſay, 
[ Gentlemen, we have been Impos'd upon by Perjur'd Villains, to the 
Loſs of many of your -Lives and Liberties, and the Ruine of your Re- 
putatuns, Families, and Eftates : We have Made you, and we have 
Us'd ye like Traytors;, For the Love of God let us Live hereafter, 
like Loyal Subje&s, Friends and Chriſtians, ] In a Word, After 
One ſo Criminal, and fo Mortal a Miſtake allready, Men ſhould 
be very Wary, how They Hazzard the Following of it with Ar0- 
ther of the ſame kind. Prepoſſeſſtons and Fealouſtes can never War- 
rant us in the Violation of Chriſtian Charity : And ſo at the Long 
Laſt, Ple go a Step Further now. 


To come ſo quick. from another extream, is ſuch an unnatural motion, 
that you ought to be upon your Guard ;, the other day you were Sons of 
Belial, Now, you are Angels of Light. This ss a violent change, 
and it will be fit for you to pauſe upon it, before you believe it : If your 
features are not altered, neither 1s their opinion of you, whatever may 
be pretended. . Do you believe leſs than youaid, that there is [dolatry 
in the Church of Rome? ſure you do not. See then, how they treat 
both in Words and Writing, thoſe who entertain that Opinion. Conclude 
from hence, how inconſiſtent their favour 1s with this ſingle Article, 
except they give you a Diſpenſation for this too, and by a Non Obſtante, 
ſecure you that they will not think, the worſe of you, P. 2. 


Os Tibrwns there is Reaſon for a Change for the Better ; Where 
; there is Manifeſt Intereſt to Induce That Change ; a Pro- 
feſſion, that ſuch a Change is Wrought ; and a Charitable Place left 
to hope the Beſt of things; Where's the Crime, or the Folly of 
Inclining to the Belief of ſuch a Converſion ? If it be the .Diſſenters 
Tntereſt, *tis a Great Weakneſs, in That Reſpect, not to come about. 
If they Declare, and Promiſe more then they Intend to Perform, they 
Cut their Own Throats, by Playing the Knaves, to their Rujne ; 
and by Acting againſt Common Honefty, as well as againſt Commore 
Senſe. Their Intereſt it is, moſt Undenyably ; for they get Remiſ- 
fron, Eaſe and Favonr by*t. If the Papiſts think Better of the 
Diſſenters then they deſerve, *tis an Error on the Right Hand : 
But the Dzſenters, it ſeems, that but T*other day were Sons of 
Belial, are now, all of a ſudden, in the Opinion of the Papifts, 


become gels of *Light. And is it not juſt the very ſame T_ 
| at 
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(at leaſt if the Author of This Letter Judges Aright) from the Dj/- 
ſenters to the Papiſts,that it is from the Papiſts to the Diſenters ? And 
where's the Hurt ot, if they are Both Agreed to think Better One of 
Another, then they were uſed to do ? Or, according to our Author's 
Opinion,then Effeftually they have Cauſe to do ? Well! But he gives 
to Underſtand, that though the Papiſts have Changed their Sryle, 
they have not yet Changed their Thoughts of them : And Then, in 
comes a Philoſophical Caution, not to give Credit to Unnatural Mo- 
tions. that paſs from One Extreme to Another at a Stride. If he 
had look*'d Both ways, he would have found as great a Leap of 
States on the One Side, as he does of JInclination on the Other - 


| Fox let a Man's Thoughts, and Purpoſes, be never {o Sound, and 


Reaſonable, *tis No Unreaſonable Thing yet, to Change Thoſe 
Thoughts, and Purpoſes upon Change of Accidents, and Occaſior. 
He ſays that the Diſſenters Features are not Altered ; but I 1hall take 
leave to ſay, that the very Cauſe it ſelf is Alter*d ; and that During, 
his Majeſties Suſpenſion of the Penal Laws, they are, in a Fair 
Equity of Conſtruttion, no longer Diſſenters. But whether this 
Gentleman hirs the Papiſts Theaghts, or Not, is the Leaſt Part of 
the Care of This Paragraph : For the Author ſeems much more 
ſollicitous, for fear the Papiſts, and the Diſſenters ſhould agree up- 
ont to think Well of One Another, then for fear that the Crafty, 
Fazling Papiſts ſhould put a Trick upon the Poor Innocent Lambs on the 
Other fide. >And I would, in One Word more, now put it to the 
Authors Conſcience, Whether the Papiſts, and his Own, with a re- 
ſpect to the Diſſenters, be not the very ſame Caſe, and the very 
ſame Trick. He would have them ſtand upon their Gard, he ſays; 
but againſt What ? And what to do ? As if Good Diſcretion, and 
Good Nature could not ſtand together : As if People could not be 
Prudent, without being, Inhumane. It was ſuch Hints, and Touches 


as Theſe, that turn'd the Hearts, and the Brains of the Commor 


People into Wax, to ſtamp Forgeries upon : But God forbid, that 
the ſame Scene ſhould Open Once again, and that the Epilogue 
to One Sham, ſhould prove tbe Prologue to Another. 

It is Worthy of Obſervation, that in All Officious Diſcourſes of 
This Quality, there are Certain Words of Common-Place, Inter- 
ſpers'd up and down, that when the Per grows Dull, are made uſe 
of, as a Butcher does of his Steel when his Knife is Blunted, to give 
it a New Edge: As here's [IDOLATRT] brought in, p. 2. of the 
Sheet-and-Half-Edition. And then p. 9. he he is pleaſed to giveit 


Another Whet,, upon the Word [TRANSUBSI ANT. GY 
C N ow 
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Now I do Previouſly Declare my ſelf to be Perfectly a Church of 
England Man,upon Theſe Two Points : And yet, ſaving all Poſlible 
Veneration to my Mother, and Reverence to my Profeſſion, k, cannot 
Imagine any other End, or Reaſon, for the very Mention of 
[IDOLATRATY ] in This Place, then to ftir the Blowd of the Prote- 
ftaxt Reader, and to Brand the Romaniſts, with a Mark of Odium, 
and Reproche. Here's a Civil Queſtion ſtarted 5 Not ſo much be- 
twixt Roman Catholiques, and Diſſeaters, with regard to their Dif- 
fering Perfwaſions in Religion, as with a Reſpect to the Intereſt of 
the Common Peace, and Safety, in the Agrecment, ,or Diſagreement 
of Theſe Two Bodies of His Majeſties Subjets. And what?s This to 
the Polemicks betwixt the Two Churches? The Roman Catho- 
liques Believe as they Did ; And the Diſſenters Believe as they 
Did; So that [the Papiſts Favour, he ſays, # Inconſiſtent with this 
Single Article :) And is not the Diſſenters Favour, on the other 


” #+ ſide, as Inconſiſtent with the ſame Article ? So that there's 110 more 


! etter. 


hope of favour on the One ſide, then there is on the Orher. Now 
if they are Reſolv'd, on Both Sides, not to Yield, what are All 
Theſe Elalrate Diſſmaſives, but only ſo many Fine Words thrown into 
the Air ? 


Think a little, how dangerous it 1s t6 build upon a Foundation of Para- 
doxes. Popery now #5 the only Friend to Liberty, and the known Ene- 
my to Perſecution : The Men of Taunton and Tiverton, are above 
all other eminent for Loyalty. The Quakers from being declared by the 
Papiſts ot ro be Chriltians, are now made Favourites,. and tahen into 
their Particular Protection ; they are on a ſudden grown the moſt ac- 
compliſhed men of the Kingdom in Good Breeding, and give Thanks 
with the beſt Grace, in double Refined Language. . So that I ſhould not 
wonder, though a Man of that Perſwaſion, in ſpight of his Hat , 
ſhould be Maſter of the Ceremonies. Not to ſay Harſher Words, 
theſe are ſuch very New Things, that it 1s impoſſible not to ſuſpend our Be- 
lief, - till by a little more Experience we may be informed whether they are 
Realities, or Apparitions : We have been under ſhameful Aſt akes, if 
theſe Opinions are true; but for the preſent we are apt to be incredulous ;, 
Except we ſhould. be convinced, that the Prieſts Words iz this Cafe 
t00, are able to make ſuch a ſudden and effectual Change ; and that 
their Power ts not limited to the Sacrament, but that it extendeth tg 
Alter the Nature of all other things, as often as they are ſo diſ- 


poſed, p. 3. 
It 
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T7 wonld be Good Advice to the Author, as well as to the Diſ- Anſwer. 
ſenter,to Conſider the Danger of Building upon Paxadoxes : For it 
is to My Thinking, Extremely Paradoxal, «to draw Arguments of 
Tuclination from Reſults of Neceſſity ; and to make it an Ac of 
Friendſhip, for Two Bodies, or Diviſions of Men, that have Need, 
One of Azother, to ſhake Hands upon Certain Terms and Articles of 
Gompoſition. The Papiſts would be at Liberty ; and ſo would the Di/ſ- 
ſenters;, And I think they ſhould deſerve to be Chronicled for 14jots, 
and Mad-Men,not to Unite in any Gommon Medium,withFuſtice, Ho- 
20ur, and a Good Conſcience, toward their Joint-Eaſe, and Relief. And 
what's the Papiſts Friendſhip now, to Liberty ;, but that they would 
fain be out of their Shackles, Themſelves? And what's their Exmi- 
ty to Perſecution, but a Deſire to ſtand npon Ever Ground, with the 
reſt of the Kings Subjets ? Eſpecially, as they are Entitled to 
it by the Kings Late ſndulgence. God forbid, that any Honeſt 
Engliſh Man ſhould Envy any of his Fellow Subjefts the Benefit of 
the-Kings Mercy ; becauſe (in Effect) a man can hardly do it,with- 
out ſorne ſort of Reflexion upon his Sacred Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 
To proceed now from the Irony upon Popery,to the Men of Taunton, 
and Tiverton 3 and ſo to the Quakers. It is not Gogd to Di/- 
courage men that do but ſo much as: /50k towards Loyalty; and 
thoughEvery body Cannot come up to the Good Breeding that This 
Gentleman is pleaſed to make himſelf ſo merry withal ; we might 
Yet Methinks Arrive at ſuch a Degree of oral Ginility, as to 
give his Majeſty leave to Diſpoſe of his Owz, without calling him 
to Account for't. The Quakers, (he ſays) are the Papiſts Favor- 
rites. Andare not the Dyſſenters, (at leaſt as This Letter would 
have it Thought to be) the Favorrites of the Author ? And ſo he 
goes on ſtill, ſporting himſelf with theſe People, as [the Mer that 


give Thanks with the Beſt Grace. ] Well ! And when his Hand was ' 
In, Why did he not take Notice, of Thoſe too, that with a ve- | 
ry 1lt Grace, give No Thanks at all ? He Cautions the Diſſenters, to bk 


ſuſpend their Belief till they know whether the Papiſts are in Feſ#, or 
Earneſt : And why not Suſpend, as well, *till they can have the 
ſame Security for the Good Faith of the Author too? [We have 
been under ſhameful Miſtakes (he ſays) if Theſe Opinions are True. 
And I fay,that we have Seer, Felt, Heard, and Underſtood Miſt akgs 
much more ſhameful then any of Theſe. Nay, and we have had 
True-Proteſtant Oaths for them too, in the ſame Gaſe, and about 
the ſame People; And All yet found to be a Cheat at laſt. To go 

C 2 CE thorough 


|:&tter. 


Anſwer. 


? 


> _— 


Thorough with him, he calls in the Sacrament once apain to his 
Aid, at the End of This Clauſe. I wiſh the Period had been hand- 
led with a little more Solemmiry ; for I never lov'd the Hocws-Pocuſ- 


ſg of Hoc eft Gorpus Menm. 


Let me now ſpeak. of the Inſtruments of your Friendſhip, aud then 
leave you to judge, whether they do not afford matter of Suſpicion. No- 
Sharpneſs is 19 be mingled where Healing only is intended ; ſo nothing 
will be ſaid to Expoſe particular men, how ſtrong ſoever the Temptation 
may be, or how clear the Proofs to make it out. A word or two inge- 
zeral, for your better caution, ſhall ſuffice : Suppoſe then, for Arguments 
ſake, that the Mediators of this new Alliance, ſheuld be ſuch as have 
been formerly imployed in»Treaties of the ſame kind, and there derefted 
to have Atted by Order, and to have been Impowered to give Encou- 
ragements and Rewards. Would not this be an Argument to ſuſpett 
them ? P. 3. 


E have had Suſpicions FRIENDS HIPS ; Suſpicious 

COURTSHIPS ; Suſpicious BILLS, and PLAISTERS ; Suf. 
picions CHANGES ; Suſpicious PAR ADOXES ; (with Caution upon 
Caution over and above) and we are now a coming to Suſpicious IN- 
STRUMENTS : But [Where Healing # only intended, there muſt be 
20 Sharpneſs] he ſays ; And ſo he goes forward Szppoſing and Sup- 
poſing, in General, without Expoling Particular Men. 

I am ſorry with all my Heart that this Heahng Humour ;*Or at 
leaſt This Healing Intention did not take our Author ſooner ; for ſo 
far hitherto, as the Publique has been the Queſtion, we have had 
Sharpneſs beyond Meaſure : But he is Reſolv*d, from Henceforward, 
to Illuſtrate, by John-a-Nokes, and John-a-Styles 5 and ſo to Pro- 
ceed putting of Caſes and Caſes allmoſt to the End of the Chapter. 
Suppoſe (ſays he) that the Preſent Mediators, &c. ſhould be found 
to have been Fattors of Old, and Commiſſion'd to give Encouragements, 
and Rewards, in Treaties of the ſame Kind. 

I Anſwer, Firſt, that Szppoſing 1s not Proving. .2ly. That the 
Suppoſed CASE on the Ore-{ide, till it be made out, 1s as Suſpicious 
as the Suppoſed PRACTICE on the Orher. For the Suppoſition of 
ſuch a Prattice may he a Fittion ; or it may be Enflam'd, and 
render*d Bigger then the Truth. 3ly. The Suppoſition, Thus Re- 
preſented, Works Equally, whether it be True or Falſe, without 
Farther Evidence. 4ly. What if it were True, ſo long as it Ts 


not the Charafer of the Inſtrument, but the Reaſon of the Propoſe . 
tion, 


(19) 
2jon, that is to Govern? 5ly. "Tis the Authority that muſt bear out 
the Inſtrument ;, and not a Prejudice to the Inſtrument, that ſhall 
Diſparage the Authority : And if we cannot pay a Refpe# to the 
Man, it is yet Due.to his Commiſſion. 6ly. If the SuſpeFing of 
Any man, ſhall Extend to the Taking away, or to the Lefſening of 
his Credit. ?Tis in the Power of ary One Alan, to fuſpett any 
Other , and No man can be Safe in his Innocence : Beſide that, the - 
Streſs of this Inſinuation will put All men out of Capacity for 
Publique Truft, if it ſhall but be Prov/d, nay, or fo much as Sug- 
geſted, that ever they made a Falſe Step, in their Lives. The Nexr, 
and Laſt Point, Expounds the Letters ſoft way of Proceeding, to 
have had more in it of Prudential Caution, then of Tenderneſs for 
Particular Perſons: For they muſt be Detefted, to have Afed by 
ORDER; and L ORDER 7 runs up Stairs the Lord knows. 


whither. 


If” they ſhould plainly be under Engagements to one ſide, their Argu-] ettes. 
ments to the other, ought to be received accordingly ;, their fair Pretences 
are to be looked upon as part of their Commiſſion, which may not impro- 
bably give them a Diſpenſation in the caſe of Truth, when it may bring 
a prejudice upon the Service of thoſe by whom they are. inplyed P. 3+ 


HE Short of This Szppoſition, is, that their Arguments are Anſwer. 
to be Fudg*d by their Dependences ; and that they are Com- | 

miſſiowd to Lye, and Fuggle for the Service of their Mafters. Theſe 

[IF's] are Deliver'd with the Ayre of a Patriote, and with the 

Spirit of a Frec-born-Engliſh-man ;, Like a Cenſor Morum in fine. If 

the Gentleman has an Ambition to be a Devore, for the Saving, 

. or the Redeeming of his Country, he will Unriddle the Myſtery ;, Lay 

Open the Confederacy; and bring All Theſe Monſters out of Their 

Holes, into Open Day-light : Without which, we are ſo far from 

being the Better ; that in Truth, we are much the Worſe for his. 

Suppoſitions : And without This, the Whole Pretended End of his. 

Letter to a Diſſenter, is Entirely Diſappointed. 


If there ſhould be men who having formerly, had Means and Authority | eter 
to perſwade by Secular Arguments, have 1n purſuance of that Power, 
ſprinkled Money among ft the Diſſenting Miniſters ; and if thoſe very 
men ſhould now have the ſame Authority, prattice the ſame Methods, and 
Dizsburſe, where they cannot otherwiſe perſwade : It ſeemeth to me, to be 
rather an Evidence then a Preſumption of the Deceit, P. 3. 

if 


Anſwer. 


| (20) 

If there ſhould be Miniſters amongſt you, who by having fallen un- 
der Temptations of this kind, are in ſome ſort engaged to continue their 
Frailty, by the awe they are in left it ſhould be expoſed : The perſwaſi- 
ons of theſe unfortunate men muſt ſure have the leſs force, and their 
Arguments, though never ſo ſpecious, are to be ſuſpetted, when they 
come from men who have —___ themſelves to ſevere-Creditors that 
expett a rigorous obſervation of the Contratt, let it be never ſo unwar- 
zantable. P. 3. 

If theſe, or any others, ſhould at this time Preach up Anger and 
Vengeance againſt the Church of England ; may it not without Inju- 
tice be ſuſpetted, that a thing ſo plainly out of r #56 ſpringeth rather 
from Corruption than Miſtake ,, and that thoſe who at this Cholerick 
part, do not believe themſelves, but only purſue higher Direftions, and 
endeavour to make good that part of their Contratt which obligeth them, 
upon a Forfeiture, to make uſe of their inflaming Eloquence ? The 
night apprehend their Wages would be retrenched 1f they ſhould be Mo- 
derate : And therefore whilſt Violence is their Intereſt, thoſe who have 
not the ſame Arguments, have no reaſon *6 follow ſuch a Partial Ex- 


ample, P. 4. F cath 


on$ Suppoſition upon Suppoſition, More, and More ſtill. What 
if there ſhould be ory in the Caſe, among the Diſſenting 
Miniſters, as there has been formerly ? And what if the Agents 
of Former Times ſhould be now at their Old Trade again ? Why 
truly, for My Part, it ſhall be either So, or Not ſo, as the Au- 
thor pleaſes; and e'en let him take his Choice. If there has 


- been No Mony given, the Author is out in his Hiftory ; And if 


there Has been Aony given, the Single Queſtion is, Whether the 
Thing was Honeſt, or -Diſhoneſt ; Warrantable, or Unwarrantable ; 
that was to be done for That Mony. I do not find that there 
were any Bravo's, or Ghurch-Robbers employ'd in This moſt 1m- 


' portant Gommiſſion. 1 do not hear of any Murder or Sacrilege, in 


the Queſtion : But when it ſhall be Prov'd, that a Wicked Thing 
was ORDER'D, and a Wicked Thing DONE, Then, ( and not 
till Then ) will be the Time for This Suppoſition to take Place. Now if 
it was a Lawfull,or a Righteous Busneſs,I have very Good Authority 
for*t, that the Labourer is Worthy of his Hire; And it is the Wiſdom, 
and the Juſtice of All Well-Ordered States,to Reward Publique Services, 
without Suffering Good Smubje&s to be Call'd Mercenaries, for Touch- 
ing the King's Mony; and likewiſe for the Gredir, and the Yindi- 
cation of the Honour of the Government, not to ſuffer the —___ 
0 


2 


(21) 
of the Prince to be Scandalouſly Repreſented to the People, under the 
Odious Names of Gorruption, Bribery, or Subornation : Inſomuch, 
that the Preſumption of Fraud, ſeems to lye much ſtronger on the 
Suppoſers ſide, then it does on the Other. 

The Letter is [IFFING] of it now again too; with a [ What 
if the Mercenary Miniſters Before ſuppoſed, ſhould be kept in Awe, 
for fear of telling of Tales ? ] They are gotten into Huckfters 
Hands, and there's No coming off without a Scratch'd Face. Now 
am I, the very Same Indifferent Man, to This Suppoſition, that I 
was to the Former ; and believe it, upon the Whole Matter, to 
be a Fiction : But I do not yet, either Pretend to Know, or to 
Pronounce upom't ; and whether it bea Truth, or a Figment, "tis to 
Mee All of a Price : So that for Quietneſs ſake, I am content to 
Reaſon with the Gentleman upon his Own Askings ; His Own Pre- 
ſumptions ;, Nay, and1I care not if I-ſay, upon his Own Afﬀirma- 
tions too ; For This way of Caſing a Matter, has the Force of Af- 
ſerting int. If,, in Good Earneſt, ſuch a Thing has been; and that 
they dare not come off for fear of being Layd Open; *tis the Caſe 
(that I have had ſomewhere before) of a Gentleman that lay gi- 
ven over by his Phyſician, in a Deſperate Fit of Sickneſs. A 
Friend-and Companion of His, made him a Yi{# ; layd his Con- 
dition before him, and Advis'd him, by All means, while he had 
Life yet, to Call »pon God, and Repent. Why Ay, ( ſays he ) If 
I were ſure to Dye, Ide Repent with all my Heart But then, if I 
ſhould happen to Live, the Rogues would ſo Laugh at me. Here's the 
Perfett Image of the Author*s Thoughts, upon the Suppoſed Diſſenter 
in the Second Period, Body and Soul. He's Afraid to Repent, for 
fear the Rogues ſhould Laugh at him. IT do not know how far This 
Baſhfull Argument may Work upon the World ; but I am perſua- 
ded that the Plea will hardly be admitted at the Day of Fudgment. 
And then he lays the Streſs of the Caſe, upon a Point that's Ne- 
ver to be Clear*d ;, *till we have All of us Windows in our Breaſts, 
and Eyes, to See and Read the Thoughts of one Another in our 
very Hearts. And where's the Reſult at laſt, but that we are to 
Draw Concluſions from the Bare Poſſibility of Things, . to:the In- 
fallibility of a Demonſtration ! Let This be Granted, and the Suj= 
poſetion ſtands Firm ; but Nothing Leſs then This, will be ever 
able to Support it. 4 

And the Gaſe-putting-Humour goes on ſtill too ; though the Au- 
thor ſucceeds no Beeter in his Third Suppofetion, then he did in the 
1'wo Former, By | Theſe, or Any Others Preaching up Auger, and 

| Ven= 


" an) | = 


Vengeance againſt the Church of England] He can mean Nothing in 
the World, but Popifh Prieſts, or Difſenters ; unleſs he thould 
Imagine,that the Chrrch-of-England Miniſters will lay Violent Hands 
upon Themſelves. Such Preaching, he ſays, is [plainly ot of Seaſon] 
with a regard, he means, to the 7iming of it : Which ſeems to 1m- 
ply, that at ſome other time, 1t might do well enough. Now if it be 
an 11! Thing to do at Any time, it will be ALLW AYS out of Seaſon ; 
for *tis not with Sermons, as *tis with Mackrel, to be IN, and 
OUT : But if Szch Preaching may be Now Ont of Seaſon, Why may 
not ſome Ways of Writing be ont of Seaſon too? And why may it 
not be a Thing of as Dangerous Conſequence, to ſet the Diſſenters 
and the Papiſts, as to ſet the Difſenters, and the Church-of-Eng- 
land-men together by the Ears ? Not but that This Way of Con- 
du&t, Wounds the Trre, and the Gennine Ghurch of England under 
the Bare Denomination of a Church-of-England-Gauſe, more then it 
does Either of the Orher Two Parties, as I ſhall ſhew when it 
comes before me. But the Gorruption goes on ſtill. The Gholerick 
Part (he ſays) is but Aﬀted; Higher Dire&ions muſt be Purſwd, or . 
the Gontratt is Void. Nay, the Diſſenters are in Pay too, and they 
have Wages. The Deſign 18 to Work Yiolence, and There he 
Pins the Basket. If the CroterickPart be (as he ſays) but Afﬀed, the 
Difſenters and the Ghurch-of-England-Men Underſtand One Ano- 
ther, before hand it ſeems, and the Whole Story of the Lerrer 
is bata Barter : That ſame Expreſſion of [Higher Directions) is a 
Bugg Word or Two ; and from Higher to Higher, there will be No 
Reſting Place found for this Oraculoxs Innmendo, till we come to the 
Higheſt of all. Now I am not Lawyer enough, to know, What 
ſuch a Gharge of GONTRAGT, CHEAT, and VIOLENCE, in 
ſuch a Train of Gonnexion may amount to. This is [a Partial Ex- 


ample] he ſays; And truly Mythinks, This Letter has a very Par- . 


tial way of Proceeding ;, for it makes War, and Peace, in the ſame 
Breath ;, Rips up Old Wounds under the Golour of Healing them : 
And I appeal to the indifferent World, whether a Gholerick Writer 
may not be as Dangerous, as a Gholerick, Preacher and if the Ore 
Example be not as much to be Avoided as the Other. Wherefore 
T think it would not do Amiſs, if the Diſſenter ſhould Gounter-Ad- 
viſe his Remembrancer upon Two or Three of theſe Laſt Points : For the 
Letter deals altogether by Secular Arguments too; and there may 
be Aony Walking on the One Side, as well as on the Other.” And 
then again, the Diſuniting of the Kings Subjets, of what. Religion 
foever they are, is a Point as Sſpicious, As any that we have = 

Before 
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Before us: And It is a Thing, every jot as much ont of Seaſo:! 
certainly, to Endeavour the making the Romaniſts Odious ( As 
Romaniſts ) under a Prince of That Communion, as it is to Endea- 
vour the Gonciliation of a Friendſhip betwixt the Roman Gatholiques, 
and any other ſort whatſoever of the Kings Liege People. * Tis a Raſh, an 
Irreverent, a Falſe, and a Seditions Tuſinuation, to Poſleſs Subjefts 
with an Opinion, that there is No Faith, Truth, Honour, or Juſtice, 
to be Expected from the Religion of That Church, whereof their 
Sovereign is a Member. And fo to the Next Suppoſal. 


If there ſhould be Men, who by the Load of their Crimes, againſt Letter. 


the Government, have been' bowed down to comply with it againſt their 
Conſcience; who by incurring the want of 4 Pardon, have drawn up- 


' on themſelves the neceſſity of an intire Reſignation : Such Mn are to be 


Lamented, but not to be Believed : Nay, they themſelves, when they 
have diſcharged their Unwelcom Task,, will be inwardly glad that their 
forced Endeavours do not ſucceed ;, and are pleaſed when Men reſiſt their 
Tnſmuations; which are far from being voluntary or ſincere, but are 


Jqueezga our of them by the Weight of their, being ſo Obnoxious. P. 4. 


Thane 1 ſpeak to the Caſe, I cannot but do a Gentleman's 4, 


Right to the Author, and fay ;- that [If Troy could have becn 
Defended, This was the Hand to have done it.) In one Word more, It 
is Cleanly, and Artificial ; but ſtill it makes his own Saying Good, 
at laſt; that ['/r zs a Dangerous Thing to Build upon a Foundation of 
Paradoxes.] ; 

What Credit (fays he) is to be given to Criminals, that are 
forced to Compound for thetr Necks, againſt their Gnſciences ? 
Nay, they'l be —_— Glad, not to be Able to Succeed in their 
Endeavonrs ; for *tis All Force without the leaſt Pulſe, or Stroke, of 
Narrre, or Inclination. Tf theſe Menwill At AGAINST their 
Confeiences, for a Pardon, will they not much more A# ACCORD- 
ING to their Gonſciences for the Continuance of that Security ? 
That is to fay, upon Convitton that they were in an Error - But 
if the Dutiful Gonſcience of Preſerving the Publique Peace, Works 
One way ; And if the Letter will Suppoſe a Gonſcientions Obligation 
(either fo in Tr«th, pr ſo Underſtond) for the Deſtroying of a Law- 
ful Government, on the Other, it is a kind of a Scandal upon the 
very Rebellion, to call it a Grime ; In Oppoſition to the Text here 
that mphics it to be a Matter of Conſcience. Here's the Preſent Gaſe, 
m ſhort, Stated, and Read upon ; And fo we'le Proceed, . 

; D 7 


Letter. 


Anſwer. 
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If in the Height of this great Dearneſs by comparing Things, it 


ſhould happen, that at thu Inſtant, there #s much a ſurer Friend- 


ſhip, with thoſe who are ſo far from allowing Liberty, that they allow 
20 LIVING, to 4 Proteſtant under them, Let the Scene he in what 
part of the World it will, the Argument will come home, and ſure it will 
afford ſufficient Ground to ſuſpe&t; Apparent Gontradiftions muſt ſtrike 
5 : Nether iVature nor Reaſon can digeſt them + Self-Flattery, axd the 
deſire to deceive our ſelves, to gratifie a preſent Appetite, with all their 
Power, which ts great, cannot get the better of ſuch broad Gonvittion, 
as ſome things carry along with them. Will you call theſe vain and 
empty Suſpicions ? Have you been at all times ſo void of Fears and 
Jealouſtes as to juſtifie your being ſo unreaſonably valiant in having 
none upon this Occaſion? Such an extraordinary - Bas at this unſea- 
ſunable Time, to ſay a9 more, ts too dangerous a Virtue to. be commend- 
" oy Fu \ 


Here may be Time, Place, and Occaſion, for the Private Enter- 
taining, and the Secret Apprehending of Fears and Jealouſtes , 

And there may be Juſt Ground, Powerful Inducements, and Neceſſary 
Prudence, ſo to do : 'But for the Propagating, the Publiſhing, the 
Spreading, and the Irritating of Thoſe Jealouſres,where the Honour of 
the Prince, The Dignity of the Government, and the Peace of the State, 
are All wrapt up in the Gonſequences of Moving That Diſtemper,there 
can be No Time, Place, or Occaſion, to Warrant ſuch a Prattice. I 
could Wiſh, that This Lerrer had been kept Glearer of the very 
Word [| SUSPECT] Or, that where the Author has thought fit 
to make Uſe of it, the S»ſpicioz had not been Carried further, 
then I am willing to underſtand it was Intended. For Fealouſie, 
Naturally runs into the moſt Implacable Hatred; and to tell Pro- 
zeſtants that there's No LIVING, under Papiſts;, 18to tell them at 
the ſame "Time, that rthere*s wo Suffering of Papilts, to Live. under 
Them :” and fo to ſet All the Believers of This Doftrine Immedi- 
ately upon the Gutting of One Anothers Throats. He puts the Gaſe, 
of a Poſſibility of a Surer Friendſhip, at This Inſtant , but then 
Cloggs it with ſuch After-Glaps, that Nothing but Future. Damna- 
:10n-for a Preſent Diſobedience, can be more Dreadful, then the 
Courſe of the Impendent Galamities that he has. ſet before us. Ap- 
parent Gontradittions muſt ſtrike us, (he ſays:) And is it not an 
Apparent Contradittion, to Veſt Subjetts with the Authority of Go- 
vernours ? To Invert the Order of Reaſon and Nature ? and to take 
the 
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the Office of Rule, out of the Grown, and cry Hail King to the 
Multitude ? Neither Nature, nor Reaſon, can Digeſt the, turning 
of the Ordinance of Power, Topſy-Turvy : And the Caſe is not Ap- 
petite, (as he ſays ) but Duty. Let Gonvittions be never ſo Broad, - 
the Proper Judge of *em 1s the Perſon that God has appointed to 
Fudge of %em ; and the Slandering of Gods Annointed, on the One 
hand, isWorſe then the very Suppoſed Male- Adminiſtration, on the 
Other. The People are Happy where a Prince Governs Well : But 
ſtill in Caſe, even of a 4i/-Government, there's No Remedy, but 
| what's Worſe then the Diſcaſe. 
| © Toward the Cloſe of This Paragraph, he draws an Iaference 
from the Dyſſenters Behaviour under Paſt Fears and Jealouſtes,to their 
Behaviour under Fears and Jealouſieg, at Preſent, Now if he had 
taken into This Galculation, an Account of the Avrrifices that 
Rais.'d Thoſe Fears and Jealouſies ; an Account of the Deſiga;, and 
the Application of them ; the Adiſery and Deſolation, that they 
bropght upon the X72g, and Three Kingdoms ;, he would not have 
Adyiſed them, I hope, to the ſaying of the Same Leſſon, and to the 
doing of the Same Things over again. And whereas he calls Courage, 
? a Dangerous Virtue, at I his Vnſcaſoaable Time; It is the moſt 
*. _. Daring, and the moſt Dangerous of All Gourages, that he Himſelf 
1 now Pratices; That is to ſay ; the Gourage of Reading ſuch a 
? Lefture ta the Gommon People, as, if they were.not Thoroughly Poſ- 
ſeſſed with a G1fidence, and Aſſurance of their Own Safety, in the 

Hands where the Mercy and Providence of God hath Placed them, 
might Endanger the Springing of a ze, that would, - molt 
Infallibly, Bury the Engineer Himſelf in the Common Ruize. 


; If then for theſe, and a thouſand other Reaſons, there is cauſe to Letter. 
f ſuſpet, ſure your new Friends are not to Diftate to you, or Adviſe 
you. For inſtance, &C. P. 4. | 


HE Author is ſo Intent upon the fatter of his Diſcourſe, 4,hrer 
that I am aftraid he has almoſt forgotten the Tirle of it. He * 

* calls it [A Letter to a Difſenter, &c. ] and He Himſelf Perſonates 
a Church-of-England-man, in the Manage of it : Now if there 
be ( according to his own reckning ) a Thouſand Reaſons and Odd, 

: for the Diſſenters Suſpefting their IVew Friends ; and againſt the 
: Entertaining of theſe New Friends, for Diftators, and Adviſers ; 
Never any Mortal had a Clearer Canſe on't ; and Theſ: New 
TX -1 1T1enads 
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(26) : | 
Friends are not, upon any Terms, to take npon them to Dictate, 
and to Adviſe. Upon This Foyzr-Conceſſioa, 1 have a Civil Que- 
ſtion or Two to put to the Magiſterial, and Fore-cafting Author of 
this Letter. Firſt; Is he, in Very Very Deed, a True Church-of- 
England-man, according to the Standard of That Communion ? 
If Not, Why does he tell the Diſſeaters that he is one? Nay, 
and Plt Abate him ſomewhat of the Heights, and Pontificalibus%es 
too, into the Bargain. Secondly : Admitting him to be the. Man 
that he Profeſſes to be, we ſha)l ſee preſently what comes ont 
That way t00: And fo let him &en ſtick ta which of the Two 
He pleaſes, either the Chx;ch, or the Separatioz. If he be a Diſ- 
ſenter, Himpl/, he ſhonld have calPd his Papers: A Letrer-from 4 
Diſſenter to a Diſſenter : And iv that Caſe, "Tis Ten to One, he 
has ſome Part to Play ; Or ſome ſuch ORDER, ] Warrant ye, 
as (he was a ſaying) the Diſſenting Miniſters have ; How to Tread 
the Stage, How to Govern themſelves ; and who knows but he may 
have [ HIGHER DIRECTIONS too 7 as well as ſome Others of 
his Brethren ? Warrants, Commiſſions, and JInſtrafions for the 
Compoſing of his Words, Countenzaces, and Deſigns : Nay, and Diſ- 
. penſations too, for Diſſembling, and Equivocating, according to the 
Suppoſed Caſe Again, of his Fellow Brethren ? If, (as he ſaggeſts) 
All Theſe Things have been Dore, and Acted, in Mans Memory, 
and may be likewiſe Szppoſed to be Done, and Aﬀed over again ; 
*tis the World to a Nut-thell, if he be One of That Party, that 
he is likewiſe One of Thoſe Managers, Himſelf ; And "tis not Fair, 
to Carry Two Faces under One Hood : For, at this Rate, the whole 
Busneſs is Nothing but Perſon, and Diſgaiſe. However, for the 
Author's Reputation, I would rather find a Failing in his Argu- 
ment, then in his Integrity ;, for if he ſhould chance to be found 
a Diſſenter, or as a body may fay, but a Diſſenters Fellow, it 
would be enongh to bring the Credit of his very Hiſtory, Mat- 
rer, Garſe, and Deſign, in Queſtion, to be taken Halrting under a 
Borron?d Charafter. © _ | : 
Zut Allowing him now to be Aliqualiter, (with leave -of the 
Criticks) a man of the Church of England, (though not . ſo Gor- 
{:mmated, and Canonical, as a Pody would Wiſh) he is Manifeſtly 
Hamper'd in his Own Net. For the Ghurch-of-England-Men are 
to the Difſenters, upon the Striftneſs of a Givil Point; to All Pur- 
poſes, as New Friends, as the Papiſts are: That is to fay, accor- 
ding to the Authors Notion, and Jutent of This New Friendſhip. 
I ſpeak This ad Hominem. He profeſſes a Good Will, and a 
x Friendſhip 
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Friendſhip to the Difſenters ; The Papifts do the” Lip and their 
Friendſhips bear much the ſame date. Now (fays he) Your New 
Friends are to be Syfpefed ; He Himfelf is.in the ſame Glaſſes, and 
25 Lyable to be-/«fpe#ed; in the Quality of a New Friend, 2s-the 
Other. Nay, and a man might yet lay a little more wezghe its 
It is a Separation in Diſcipline that makes our Dyſſenter, and it 1s 
the Diſſexr,. fo Diſtinguiſh'd and Reftrain'd, that is here the Que- 
ftion : ,So that the Papift has no Quarrel to the Diſſexter, but_ as 
a Member of the Reformation ; for inthe Matter of Gan+y, afid. 
Altegeance, they do Bath fail under the Gammon CASE'of All the 
King's SubjeEts. | 


The Addreſſes that fly abroad every.Week.,, and Murder us with | &tter. 


Another to.the ſame ; the firft Draughts are made by thoſe' who are 
70t very Proper to be Secretaries 20 the Proteſtant Religion ; and. 
it is your part only to Write them out fairer again. Strange 1 hat. 


,you who have been formerly fo much againſt Set Forms, ſhould now be 
' content the Prieſts ſhould Indite for you. Þ. 4. 


THE Maurdering Addreſſes that are here Complain'd of, 'in # Auf 


. much more Murdering Letter ; are a Certain fort of * Murder, 
that the Law neither of God, nor of Mar, takes any Notice of; 
and a Afurder, that perhaps was never Heard of, *till it came to 
be ſet up for a Figure, in "This Rhetorical Paper. They fly abroad, 
"tis. True ; .We Read them. in the Gazertes ;- and the Lerrey takes 
upon it ſelf, to ſet forth by: Myſterious Hints, - and 'Irtimations, 
from what Hands they come too. Now This is Matter of 
Fatt, and where there's No Evidence Offi*d , ' there's No 
Place for a Diſproof. He gives to Underſtand , as a Thing 
of Praftice, and Reproche, that the Agdavreſſers only Write after 
the Dittates , and. Copies of Orher - People ; and vicsfantly Re-- 
proves them for Admitting 'Ser Forms in Theſe Addreſſes,” (and 
Set-Forms drawn by Prieſts too ;) though they will have Nonetin 
their Publique Devotions, Now here's not One Syllable of the 
Fatt inſight ; and the Streſs of All, he fays, comes to no more 
then "Fhis; The People do not draw wp their Own Addreſſts i To 
which-I Anfiwer z that'-there:'was never any Body. of Adaveſſers, 
upon 'the Face of -the' Earth, that did not 'Stand"Lyable to 
the ſame Exception, in having their Addreſſes Drawn up for Them : 
Neither 1s t ſo properly the Form of Words ; but the Aferr, and the 
Subſcription, that makes the Addreſs : And it is enough for the- 

People 
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Peqple to: Ayr,” and Sign the Harter. of the Addreſs; without any 
Pretence to a Hand inthe Wording of it. I do inſiſt a little the more 
ypon the .Prinelege of a Commoner of England, to have him Ex- 
cuſed from wrieing bis ann Addreſſes, becauſe it may: ſo fall out, 
that $-ery Honelt Man's Skill in Letters, may go no further, per- 
haps, ' then the Bare Writing of his Name, or the making of his 
Mark; Beſide, that a Body does not know the Daxger of ſuch a 
Preſident, if our Author ſhould Carry this Point : For the very 
fame Exception will hold againft him- upon a Suit in Gharcery, be- 
cauſe, forſooth,. his Bz4, or Anſwer, was not of his Own Drawing. 


The nature of Thanks is an unavoidable conſequence of being Pleaſed 
or Obliged; they grow in the Heart, and from thence ſhew themſelves 
either 1n Looks, Speech, Writing, or Action : No man waxttever Thank: 
ful becauſe he was bid to be ſo, but becauſe he had, or thought he had' 
ſome Reaſon for it. If thenthere is cauſe in this Caſe to pay ſuch ex- 
eravagant Ackyowledgments, they will flow naturally, without taking 
ſuch pains to procure them ;, and it is unkindly done, to tire all the Poſt- 
Horſes with carrying Circular Letters to ſollicit that which would be 


. done; without any trouble or conſtraint : If it is really in it ſelf ſuch: a 


Anſwer. 


{1o'much as Probability to Back, it : But I hope, if it were True, 


Favour, what needeth ſo much prefſiag mer to be Thankful, and with. 
ſuch eager circumſtances, that where Perſwaſions cannot delude, Threat- 
nings are employed to fright them into a Compliance ? Thanks muſt be 
voluntary, not only unconſtrained, but unſollicited, elſe they are either 
Trifles or Snares, they either ſignifie nothing, or ggreat deal more then 
is. intended by thoſe that give them. Þ. 5. Nt 


THe Author comes now to Enlarge himſelf upon the Text of 
Thanksgiving ; but he forgets, I fear, that there are Thanks of 
Good-Manners, and Reſpett, as well as of Paſſion ; Thanks for Pro- 
tection in the Enjoyment, and Poſſeſſion of Benefits, as well as for 
Aftual Bonnties 'in the Gollation of them. Many. ſtand in need to 
be Taught to be Thankful, which he calls [Bidding] to be fo, and 


they had never Thought owt perhaps, if they had_not been Aa- 


moniſhId ſo to be. As to the [Such Extravagant Acknowledgments | 
hich he ſpeaks of. ;. I do neither Underſtand, the [Such] nor the 
[Exrrevagen ;]: Unleſs he Means,:. that in the Teſ#:mozzals of the 
'coples Loyalry and Afettions to his Majeſty, as they are ſet forth: 
in ſo many Addreſſes, [the Play is not worth the Gandle,J His Con- 
ceit of Tring Poſt- Horſes, is an Allegation, without any Proof, or 


he 
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he would have the Charity to Allow the Government (for That”s the 
Inauendo of it) a Liberty to do the ſame Thing which he Prattices. 
Himſelf. For (to his Honour be it ſpoken) never any Man, per- 
haps, made more Work for Poft-Horſes, with Two or Three 
Sheets of Paper, then the Author has doge with This Lerter ; And 
never any Letter perhaps, was more Unjverſally Gircular;then This 
has been. And to What End, but to Sollicite, to. Perſwade, to 
Threaten, to Fright People (Theſe are his own Words) into a Com- 
plyance with his Di&ates. He 1s againſt Preſſing Men to be Thank: 
ful. Nhw Gratitude 1s-a Duty, both toward.God,. and our Neigh- 
bour : And certainly, a Duty, that may be Preſſed, . and Tnculcated 
in the Moral Offices of a Civil Life, as well as in the' Chair, or 
the Pulpit, To make an End of This Clauſe, Either he is gone 
off from his Text of Thankful Addreſſes, or telſe he does a Worſe 
Thing in making either Trifles, or Szares of Thoſe Applications ;; 
which, in Common Juſtice, and odeſty ought to receive a Fairer, 
Gonſtruftion. , F 


If an Inference ſhould be made, That whoſoever Thanketh the King Letter. 
for his Declaration, 3s by that engaged to Fuſtifie it in point of Law ; 
it is a greatcr Stride than, I preſume, alFthoſe care to makg who are 
perſwaded to Addreſs, ©. Þ. 5: 


Ip muſt not be Forgotten, that though the Author of the Let- Anſwer. 
ter has Chang'd his Battery, from Invention to Rherorique, from 
Rhetorique to Galumny ; and, now at laſt, from Galumny to Law 
That he is ſtill Conſtant to his Firſt Deſign, and to the Two Main 
Topiques, viz. of the King*s Declaration of Indulgence, and of the Ad- 
areſſes that have follow'd upon it : But Whether for Decency, 
Aﬀettion, or Good Gompany, it Matters not to Our Preſent Busneſs. 
He enters upon his Subject, with a Kind of an Expoſition, Ex poſt 
fatto, of the Adareſſers Meaning ; After the Addreſſes were Preſented: 
and without much Regard to What. they thought, either Before, 
or 4pon the Spot, at the very Preſenting of them. This is much 
after the Preſident of the Proteſtation of Forty. Firſt they made 
the People Take it ; and when they had once gotten it down, 
the Impoſers Publifh*d a Comment upon the Iſtaning of it. The 
Firſt Step that he Advances toward his Law-Point,' comes within 
a Hair*s Breadth of Pronouncing the King's Declaration to' be a 
Nullity. But he brings it In, with an [_ IF, ] and an [I PRE- 
SUME 7] And What does he Preſume ? but that Al! the Adareſſers, 
| , ATE. 
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| Letter. 


Anſwer. 


Being, either the Oe, or the Other : And if they be Dae, with a 
Y 


(+) 


Fre either Fools or Knaves, in either Taking, or in Addreſſing 


Thanks, for that which they think in their Corſciences, the King 


has No: Power to Give. It hecan fink the Repuration of the King's 
Power, and Prerogative, the Whole Work 1s. done at a Stroke. 
But he is Reſolved,. to have, at leaſt, Two Strings r0-his Bow, and 


' to. Try what's to be done upon the Paſſions of the People, if he 


Cannot Captivate their VUnderſtandings. And ſo he ſets himſelf 
to the Driving of Another Naile, 


Tf it ſpall be ſuppoſed, that all the Thankers will be Repealers 
of the Teſt, whenever a Parliament fall meet ;, ſuch an Expettation 
is better prevented before, the diſappointed afterwards; ard the 
ſureſt way to avoid the ing under ſuch a Scandal, is, not to do any thing 
that may give a-Colour to the Miſtake. P. 5. * 

Ts Firſt Attempt-1s to Tavalidate the Kings Declaration it ſelf; 

and if he cannot Carry the Law-Poirt, he is now a Trying what 
-he can do upon the Poll,-toward the Fruſtrating and Poyſoning of it 
in the Operation and £Fee, upon the Meeting of Another Parliament. 
If it ſhall be ſuppoſed (ſays he) that all the Thankers will be Repeal- 
ers, &c. *Tis Better Prevented, then Diſappointed : As who ſhould 
ſay, Eet the Next Ghoice be made according to our Authors Mea- 
ſures,and the Members muſt be neither Gourch-of-England-Men, nor 
Papiſts, nor Diſſenters, but. a ſort 'of Amphibious Republicans, aC- 
cording to This Letter-Aodel, and the Government will be, then, 
molt bleſſedly brought to Brd of a Repreſentative Wiſdom. 


Theſe Beſpoken Thanks are little leſs improper then Love-Letters 
that were ſollicited by the Lady to whom they are to be direfted: ſ6 
that beſedes the little Cronnk there ts to give them, the mannucr of getting 
them,” doth extremely lefſen their Valne. P.'5. | 


| | = | | 

E will not allow [Beſpoke Thazks] in This Caſe, or in This 
Manner, to have either Ground or Value. If there be ſuch a 
Fatality in the Matter, thaethere is No keeping the Author of 
the Letrer out of Harms-way, had much rather that he ſhould fall 
upon his Own Weapon, then by Any Malicious Prattice, or Addreſs 
of Afine : So that-for a Diſh of Coffee, Theſe Thanks ſhall be BE- 
SPOKEN, or NOT Beſpoke, whether of the Two He pleaſes : 
For they are never the More, or the Leſs due, forBeing, or Not 


reſpect 


| (31) 
reſpe&t to the Perſon, to the Occaſion, to the Prudence, Good 
Marnners, or to Twenty other Circumſtances that Enter into Off. 
ces\of This Quality, *tis Enough, to give them both Gronnd and 
Value. The King ſpeaks to All hes People, in This Declaration, and 
are they too Szour to make him a Leg for't ? He ſpeaks Kindly to 
them too; and ſhall That Gracious Goodneſs not receive fo much 
as an Ackzowledgment ? He does it at a Time too, when Peoples 
Hearts, and Heads, are Tamper*d with Jealouſies, for fear of Popery, 
and Arbitrary Power ; when the very Seaſon Elevates the Charatter of 
the Mercy; And is All This to paſs for Nothing now, in Or 
Authors Opmion ? [Set your Souls at reſt, Every Man, and Every 
Sort of Tox;, for your Freedoms, your Lives, and your Religions 
Are, and ſhall be ſecure, Under My Government, ad Protection. 
If His Majeſty had done any Particular Perſon, apart, the Honour 
to Single him out for ſuch an Inſtance, or Declaration of his Tender- 
eſs, and Bounty, what a Brutality would it have becn Accounted, 
to haye failed of a Return of Submiſſion, and Acknowledgment, ſuit- 
able to the Dignity of the Deſcenſion. And are not Al! the Kings 
Subjects under the Same Tye of Gratitude, when His Majeſty ſpeaks 
ro them All Together, as Every Man of them would have been, 
Severally, and One by One ? 

Neither 1s it, in Truth, Only the [BESPOKEN Thaks,} at 
laſt, that lyes ſo Hard in our Author's Stomach ; for This Letter 
of His will not Brook Any Thanks at all; And his Averſion lyes 
to the very Duty of Thankggiving : But however, our Late Tumults, 
Inſurreftions, and Rebellions, well Weighed, and Conſidered, are, 
Themſelves, a ſufficient Ground for BESPOKEN Thaxks ; Not 
only in Wiſdom, and in Juſtice, but in Aercy too : ?Tis Worth 
the Experiment to Try an Obſtinate, and a Perverſe Age, whether 
Liberty will Quiet it or no: How far it will be Sexſible of a Royal 
Clemency. A Prince that is wholly made up of Gereroſity, and 
res ; Let him have never ſo Great a Mind to Exerciſe it, can- 
not, in ſome Inſtances, find an Hononrable Place for®t.: And in 
Thoſe Caſes, *tis no Departure from the Glory of his Sacred 
Funttion, not only to Beſpeak, but to Sollicit Thanks, and Dutiful 
Applications ;, which ſounds no more, upon a Candid Interpretation, 
then if he ſhould have made Irereſt, and Friends, to Prevail upon 
his Own Subjefts,that they would butQualife themſelves as Fit Objetts 
of their Princes Care and Prote&on, and put their Sovereign into 

2 Capacity of making them Happy. And fo forth, 
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It might be wiſhed that you would have ſuppreſſed your Impatience, and 
have been content for the ſake of Religion t9 enjoy 1t within your ſelves, 
without the Liberty of a Publick Exerciſe, *till a Parliament had al- 
lowed it ; but ſince that could not be, and that the Artifices of ſome a- 
mongſt you have made uſe of the Well-meant-Zeal of the Generality to 
draw them into this Miſtake ;, I am ſo far from blaming you with that 
Sharpneſs, which, perhaps, the Matter in Striftneſs would bear, that I 
am ready to Ery on the ſide of the more Gentle Conſtruction. P. 5. 


VVE- have been upon the Subje&t of Mercy, and in the 
Turning of a Hand, our Anthor has here, of his own 
Proper AMfotion, Iſſued out a General Att of Indemnity to the Diſſent- 
ers. They have been FooPd,he ſays, [ by the Artifices of ſome amongſt 
them] but for [Well-meant Zeal] ſake he 1s Content to Paſs it Over. 
He ſeems a little Troubled at their Acceptance of Liberty, upon 
the Terms of the Kings Declaration , for they might have kept 
on their Conventicles [within Themſelves} he ſays, till the Parlia- 
ment ſhould have Eas'd *tem. From whence, I Gather This Do- 
fQrine; that the Gentleman is Heart and Hand for the Difſenters 
poreakirg of the Laws, though he is againlt the Kings Diſpenſing 
vith them. 

There is a great Difference between enjoying quietly the Advantages of 
an Att, irregularly done by others, and the going about to ſupport it a- 


 gainſt the Laws in Being : the Law us fo Sacred, that no Treſpaſs againſt 


It is to be defended : Yet Frailties may in ſome Meaſure be excuſed when 
they cannot be juſtified. p. 5. 


Crown, and Church-Lands, under Oliver. Bnt if he ſpeaks. 

' the Declaration of Teff; the Laws in Being would be of no 
Force at'all, if that Law of Teſt ſhonld Prove Repugnant' to the 
Law of God. 1 do not ſay thatit 7s ſo; but if it ſhould be 
found to Bee fo, our Author's Poſitive Judgment for the Obligation 
of the Laws in Being, would be one of "Thoſe General Rules that 
in Tract of Time, Praitice, and Experiment, would meet with a 
Thouſand Exceptions. "The Law of the Land 1s Sacred, and ſo is 


H< is an Admirable Title ſet a-foot,to the Lawfſul Enjoyment of 
® 


the Law of the Prerogative, which is the Law of the Land as well 
as the Other, and nothing ought to be- CalPd a Treſpaſs againſt a 
Humane Law, that is Authoriz'd by the In«iſpenſable Equity of a Law 
Divine, | 6: © & 
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There are ſeveral Snatches in This Paper, that are either Founded, 
or Pretend to be Founded upon the Reſolntion,and Obligation of Laws. 
I ſhall ſpend my Thoughts too much upon Frattions, to take them 
One by One, as they fall in my way ; but I ſhall een do as a 
Country Gentleman did at an Ordinary, The Company was ſet 
round the Table, Wayting for Dinner ; and in the 1zterim, 
ſome Particular Acquaintances-Entertain'd the Time with Toy- 
ing, and Throwing Crumbs of Bread One at Another : Ay 
Country Gentleman, that knew not ſo much as One Face at the 
Table, Pick*d his Man, and fell to rhe ſame Sport too : The Other 
took it up ſtill, and Threw it over his Shoulder : But at laſt ve- 
ry civilly told him, Sir, (ſays he) 7 beſecch you, will you keep your 
Account, and when it comes to a Loaf, you ſhall have it All together, 
I muſt Now deſire My Author to give me Credit too, ?till it comes 
to a Loaf, and I ſhall Then give him what I have to ſay upon 
This Subject All at Once. =» | 


The Deſire of enjoying a Libarty from which en have been ſo long I «tier, 


reſtrained, may be a Temptation that their Reaſon ts not at all times able 
ro reſiſt. If in ſuch a Caſe ſome Objeftions are leap*t over, indiffe- 
rent Men will be more incli”d to lament the Occaſion, then to fall too 
hard upon the Fault, whilſt it is cover'd with the Apology of a good 
Intention. But, &C. P. 5. 


Ere is a very Friendly Apology for an Allmoſt-Irreſiſtible Temp- Anſwer. 


ration. The Author 1s of Counſel for the Defeadent ; and 
makes a Caſe of Equity on't, to ſet the Fault againſt the Occaſion, 
The Deſire of Liberty might have been a Plea for the Forbidden Fruit 
too. And now for Leaping over ObjeCtions,our Author has ſhew'd 
himſelf as Good at it as any Diſſenter of ?em All; For he has been 
pleaſed to Exerciſe a Liberty in Theſe Sheets, not only without any 
Viſible Temptation, but Againſt Any Viſible Reaſon for ſo doing : 
But he is his own Corfeſſsx; and Abſolves Himſelf upon This Unac- 
countable Dorine, that [The Apology of a Good Intention. Covers the 
Fault;] Which makes Every Mana Judge in his Own Cafe. 


Where, to Reſcue your ſelves from the Severity of One Law, you 
ive a Blow to All the Laws, by which your Religion and Liberty are to 
j proteted, and inſtead of ſuently receiving the Benefit of this Tadul- 
gence, you ſet up for Advocates to ſupport it. You become Voluntary 
Aggreſſors, and look, like Counſel retained by the Prerogative agaiiiſt 
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your Old Friend Magna Charta, who bath done nothing to deſerve her 
falling thus under your Difpleaſure. P. 5. | 


T the Supporting of this Indulgence be the ſetting of the Preroga- 
tive, and Magna Charta together by the Ears ;, and that His Ma- 
jeſty has, in This Act, Vſurpt upon the Laws of the Land, and the 
Liberties of the People ; What Court of Fudicatwre will the Au- 
thor of This Calumny fly- to with his Appeal ? Or what is This 
Suggeſtion Leſs then an Arrow ſhot ac the Heart of the Supreme 
Magiſtrate ;, how fpecioully ſoever drawn by the Arm of a Preten- 
ded Patriot ? ?Tis well enongh, ad Populum, to talk of the Diſ- 
fenters giving a Blow to All the Laws that Proredt them, by Endea- 
vouring a Reſcue from One Law that Ofexds them : But in Sub. 
france, and Effet, there's no more in't then the Cadence of a Well. 


Turnd Period. To take the Matter Aright ; *tis not the Law 


that ProteCts Us (for Laws have neither Hands, nor Feet ) but an 
Over-ruliag Power that Manages, Protetts, and Attuates That 
Law. The Law is a Rule, tis True, to ſuch or ſuch a Form, or 
Frame, of This or That Government : But it 1s yet No Further a Rule, 
then as it Squares with the Divize, and Fundamental Rules of Go- 
verament-it ſelf ; of which Rules and Aﬀecaſures, the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate is the Only Moderator, and Judge. | 

If the Caſe then ſhould be that the Price expectted from you for this Li- 
berty, is giving up your Right in the Laws, ſure you will think Twice 
before you go any further in fuch a Loſing Bargain. P.6. | 


J" will not be Denyed that the Subjeft has .a Right in the Benefit 


of the Laws ; but he has none at all Undoubtedly in the [zter-: 


pretation, or the Adminiſtration of them: So that our Authors 
Cafe, in This Expoſtalation is (Right or Wrong) an UVſ/urpation 
apon the Province of his Sxperiors ; for there's no longer any 
Order, or Reaſon, in the Works and Offices of Providence, and 
Natrre, when Authority and Subjettion ſhall come to be Inverted, 
or Confornded, He ſeems extremely "Tender on the Behalf of the 
Diſſinters, for fear they ſhould give up their Birth-rights in a Com- 
poſition for their Liberty. This 1s it which he calls [heir Right ir 
the Laws ;} but he hopes they will be Berrer Advis'd firſt, Here 
is an Imperial Prerogative over-ruled by a Pamphlet 5 A Cauſe given 
againſt the King by John-a-Styles ;, and Firſt or Laſt, a whole Sy- 
ſteme of Reput lr an Conſequences, Built upon it ; and it is upon a: 

| Potnt 
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Point too, that perhaps was never Comtroverted till now, in any 


Setled State, and upon This Bottom. Tt is a Right of the Crown 
Common to All Governments in the World, and ſo Eſſential to the 
Maintaining of a Civil Polity, in Peace and Secnrity, that No 
State' can 'Sub/iff without it : And Conſequently, No A of State 
can take # away. In one Word, I ſpeak of the Power of Caling, 
Forbidding, Continuing, or Difſolving Publique Aſſemblies. And the 


Exerciſe of That Power 1s the Point in Queftion upon This Declara- * 


tion : And without This Power he can neither Defend Himſelf, nor 
Prote8t his People; neither Puniſh the Guilty, nor ſecure the Innocent ; 
Nor finally, Difcharge the moſt Neceſſary Duties of State and Juſtice. 


W 


Aﬀter giving Thanks for the Breach of One Law, you loſe the | etter, 


Right of Complaining of the Breach of all the reſt You will not very 


well know how to defend your ſelves when preſſed ; and having given up 


the Queſtion when it was for your Advantage, you cannot recall it when 


it ſhall be to your Prejudice. P.6. 


[ JE takes the Caſe all the way for Granted, and ſo Proceeds up- 4ſwer. 


on the Preſuppoſal of an Imaginary Breach, and Right. He 
makes a Mighty Busneſs of the Peoples giving up That which they 
never Had, and of their Loſing Certain Priviledges in the Future, 
that they have No Pretence to: And, after All, not one Colour of 
a Reaſon offered, why Sentence ſhould not be given againſt him. 
If it be Clear, that the People have Not This R:ght, truly, to My 
Thinking, he Ventures his Perſon, and his Reputation upon a Dan-- 
gerous Poſition: Or what if a Man, for Arguments ſake, ſhould: 
Yield, that the People Have ſuch a Right, the Authors Hand 1s yet 


in the Wrong Box, to Commence a Suit againſt His Majeſty in No- 


Bodies Name ;, In a CIRCULAR LETTER thus, and No Day, or 
Place ſet for a Hearing. Briefly, If there were no More in't, the 
very Manner of the Proceeding would be enough to turn Juſtice 
it ſelf, Thus Communicated, into a Libel. To come now to the 
Merits of the Queſtion : There's Firſt, a Claim ſet a-foot with- 
out Any Foundation. 2ly. A Right Suppoſed, and the Cauſe ntterly 
SpoiPd by Il Management : But what if a Body ſhould give him his 
Uttermoſt Demands now ;, and take the Matter De bene efſe, as He 
Himſelf has ſet it forth: That is to ſay, Suppoſe his Challenge 


to be Gord ; The Proceeding, Regular , and Modeſt; and the Sub- 


jets Right; in Striftneſs of Law, as Clear,. and as Undubitable as 


He firms it to be ; He will find himfelf in a Worſe Condition 


Per- 
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perchance Thu way, then he was Before: For if Subjefts will be 
ſtanding upon their Terms ; and by Yying Privileges againſt Prj- 
vileges with their Sovereign, Provoke him to Return Striftneſſes for 
Striftneſſes upon them, by way of Reprizal; Our Author, I fear, 
is not Aware of the Certain Conſequences of ſuch a Conteſh, If 
the KING fhall come to take All Advantages againſt the Subje&t, on 
the other hand, that the Rigowr, and the Lerrer of the Law will Alow 
him. 


If you will ſet up. at one time a Power to help you, which at another 
time by parity of Reaſon ſhall be made uſe of to deſtroy you, you will 
neither be pitied, nor relieved againſt a Miſchief = draw upon your 
ſelves, by being ſo UNREASONABLY Thankful. 7: 3s like calling 
in Auxiliaries to help, who are ſtrong enough to ſubdue you : In ſuch 
a caſe your Complaints will come too late to be heard, and your Suffer- 


ngs will raiſe Mirth inſtead of Compaſſion. p. =4 


_— the Suppoſition of a Power ſet up, to Help the Diſſenters, 
that ſhall be ade uſe of to their - Deſtruftion : Now ſay 1 
on the Other Hand, that the Power here pretended to be ſer up, 
is a Power over and over Recogniz'd allready; A Power Inherent in 
the Crows, and a Power Tnſeparable from it : The Engliſh of his 
Caution, that they fhould not ſer it up, Imports, the bidding of 
them to Diſown it and more then 1ſinuates the Antimonarchical 
Dottrine of making the King's Power to be Radically in the People : 
But here's a Bugbear ſtarted, and all long of themſelves, it 
ſeems, for being 1o [UNREASONABLY Thankful.) The King 
Grants them an Indulgence; They Thank him fort; and That 
Unreaſonable Thank fullneſs (ſays our Author) will be their Rujne. 
I hope he does not mean the King, by that Deſtroying Power, though 
I do not ſee any way in the World to keep his Majeſty Clear of 
That Innuendo : And Briefly ; the Eage Strikes the Same Way 
thorough the Whole Courſe of the Paper. 


If you think, for your excuſe, to expound your Thanks ſo as to reſtrain them to this 
particular caſe, others, for their ends, will extend them further ; and in theſe differing 
Interpretations, that which is back'd hy Authority will be the moſt likely to prevail ; 
eſpecially when by the advantage you have given them, they have in truth the better of 
the Argument ; and that the Inferences from your own Conceſſions are very ftrong, and 
expreſs againſt you, This is ſo far from being a groundleſs Suppoſition, that there was 
a late inſtance of it, in the laft Seſſion of Parliament, in the. Houſe of Lords, where the 
firſt Thanks, though thingg of courſe, were interpreted to be the Approbation of the King's 


whole Speech, and a Reſtraint from the further examination of any part of it, though 
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never ſo much diſliked; and it was with difficulty obtained, not to be excluded fromthe 
liberty of objefing to this mighty Prerogative of Diſpenſing, meerly by this innocent and 
uſual piece of good Manners, by which no ſuch thing could poſſibly be intended. p. 6, 


Find little more in Thzs Paragraph, (or in This Page, I might Anſwer 
L have ſaid) then a Rhetorical Reading upon the Virtue of INGRA- | 
TITUDE; ] and how Mortal a Sin it is, under the Higheſt Ob- | 
ligations to a Prince, for Subjetts to be THANKFULL. The Great 
Danger, and Inconvenience, that appears in Thrs Seftion, is the haz- 

zard of Miſconſtruttion, for fear a man that gives Thanks for 
Chalk, ſhould be thought to give Thanks for Cheeſe. . Now it was 

my Opinion, that a man might be as Explicit in his Thanks, as upon 

Any Other Stbje& ; and if This Banter paſſes, I am Abſolutely for 
keeping my Hands in my Pocket, and my Tongne betwixt my 
Teeth, in my Own Defence: for if a body either Speaks, or Writes, 

and Azthority ſhould make Treaſon on't, it might be as much as a 
man's Life's Worth. His Inſtance of a Caſe laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 

ment, in the Houſe of Lords, is a Point too Hot for Ae to Ieddle 

with. But I may venture yet without the Riſque, I hope, of a 
Scandalum Magnatum, to take Notice, of the Author's ſaying that 

the King's Specch was DISLIK*D; A Term, that I preſume, _he 

had no Commiſſion for : And then for his Irony upon the [IG FE 

TY Prerogative of Diſpenſing] *tis a Flower not to be Paſs'd over 
without an Emphaſis. In One Word more ; it is a Wonderfut 
Thing, that our Author's Head ſhould run ſo much upon the Dif- 
fering Taterpretations that would be Pafſs*d upon his UNREASONA- 

BLE Thank fullneſs, in ſuch a Caſe as This; andmnever ſo much as 
Dream of the Conſtruftions that wonld be made on the Other Hand, 

or (certainly) a more Vnreaſonable Unthank fullneſs. 


This ſheweth, that ſome bound's are to be put to your good Breeding, and that the Con- Letter. 
ſtitution of England 2s too valuable a thing to be ventured upon a Complement. Now 
that for ſome time you have enjoyed the benefit of the End, it is time for you to look into 
the Danger of the Means : The ſame Reaſon that made you deſirous to get Liberty, muſt 
make you folicitous to preſerve it : fo that the next thought will naturally be, not to en- 
gage your ſelf beyond Retreat, and to agree ſo far with the Principles of all Religions, 
as not to rely upon a Death: bed Repentance, p. 6. 
| Lhe Paragraph, does in ſome Meaſure make good the Suggeſtion Anſwer. 
of the Next before, concerning the Danger of [Differing In-- 
terpretations ; ] for I cannot fully make out the Secrer of the Au- ; 
thor's Meaning about [ the Principles of All Religions, ] and. [4 | 
Death-bed Repentance;,] unleſs he intends by it, ſo Comprehenſional 


a Charity, that All Chriſtians, in what Latitude ſoever, may go to 
Heaven 
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Heaven, Hard in Hand, in the way of a Holy Common-Wealth, He 
would not have the Conſtitution of England (according to his Po- 
pular Underſtanding of it) Complemented away, out of Good Breed- 
71g; Neither would I-have That Conſtitution, according to the 
Legal, and Monarchical Frame of it, Courſly dealt withall, Calumnia- 
4 and Diſparag'd, out of 1ll-Breeding. He gives Advice about the 
Benefit of the End, and the Danger of the Means; and fo Conveys 
a Title over to the m—_ of Entring into a kind of Joyut Commi- 


fron with his 2ajeſty, for the Managing of Publique Afairs, and 


for Obviating the Political Conſequences of Things. Take him, in 
ſhort, quite thorough, and he ſhews himſelf DireCtly an Advocate 
for a Popular Liberty,. without ſo much as Ore Salvo for the Rights 
of the Crown. 


. There are certain Periods of time, which being once paſt, make all Cautions ineffequ- 
al, and all Remedies deſperate. Our Vnderftandings are'apt to be hurried on by the firſt 
heats; which if not reſtrained in time, do not give us leave to look back, till it is too 
late. Conſider this in the Caſe of your Anger againſt the Church of England, and take 


warning by their Miſtake in the ſame kind, when after the late King's Reſtoration, they + 


preſerved fo long the bitter taſte MA your rough uſage to them in other times, that it made 
them forget their Intereft, and ſacrifice it to their Revenge, Þ. 6. &7. 


Ere's a kind of a Predeſtinarian Foundation, with Certain Phz- 
loſophical, Political, and Hiſtorical Meditations, and Reflexions 

upon it. "The Time Preſſes, and when *tis too Late, *tis too. Late ; 
which is a Pithy way of Speaking a Great deal in a Little. His Corn- 
cell to the Diſſenters, of Moderation toward the Church of England, 
is Good and Scaſonable ;, but leaſt the Church of England ſhould 
grow Proud of being ſo much in our Author's Good Graces, he 
gives her a Box oth” Ear at the very Next Word, that makes her 
Stagger again; and in the Same Period, makes as Arrant a Filt of 
his Beloved Clyent, as ever he did of the Whore of Babylon. Take 
Warning, ſays he, by the Church-of-England*s Miſtake, And what 
was that A2itake (in his Opinion, at laſt) but an Impotent Folly, 
and a Dzabolical Revenge ? So that, to the Scandal of our Author”s 
Profeſſion he has ſet up Two Churches of England ;, The One of 
them a Deſperate, Hair-Brairwd, Vindiftive Wretch, as He would 
Repreſent Her ; The Other, a Good, Peace-making Gentlewoman ; 
Whereof He Himſelf takes upon him to be a Son, and a Member. 
And now to ſhew that he is all of apiece; and as Faithful an Hi- 
frorian, as a Canonical Church-of-England-Man ; Nothing can ever 
ſo Effeftually Terminate This Diſpute, as the Iſſue of the Confe- 
rence at the Savoy, (ſoon after his Majefties late Return) toward - 

: | Genera 
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General Accommodation. I forget Names ; But they Brake, upon 
This Point : Becauſe the King's Commiſſioners would not 
agree [That the Enjoyning of Things Lawful, by Lawful Au- 
thority, if they may by Accident, be the Occaſion of Sin, 15 Sinful. 


\ His Majeſty, tor the Purpoſe, bids the Afſerter of that Doctrine, 


Light him a Candle : No ;, (fays he) if it ſhould happen to be Blow 
out, and give Offence, ſome bodies Throat may come to be Cut upor”t, 
This 1s it now, that our Author calls The Church of England's Sa- 
crificing their Intereſt, to their Revenge; becauſe they wonld not 
Agrec toa Principle, Abſolutely Deſtruttive of Human Society. 


Either you will blame this Proceeding in them, and fir that Reaſon mt follhw it z or if LEUET. 


you allow it, you have no reaſon to be offended with them : So that you muſt either diſ- 
miſs your Anger, \or loſe your Excuſe, except you ſhould argue more partially, then will 
be ſuppoſed of Men of your Morality, and Underſtanding. p. 7. | 


Fs Method of Reaſoning is juſt as if a Man ſhould Raiſe a Ao{wer. 


Building upon a Foundation of Blown Bladders; where there's 
nothing but Wizd, and Blaſt, to Support the. Fabrick, He runs a- 
way with the Fa&, for Granted; Dilemmas upon it, and fo leaves 
the Matter in the Hands of Men of Aforality, and Underſtanding. 


If you had nw to do with thoſe Rigid Prelates, who made it a matter of Conſcience 


fo grue you the leaſt Indulgence, and guen to your more reaſonable Scruples continued | Etter. 


Riff and inexorable, the Argument might be fairer on your ſide 3 but ſince the common 
Danger hath f laid open that Miſtake, that all the firmer Haughtineſs tawards you is 
for ever extinguiſhed; and that it hath turned the Spirit of Perſecution, into a Spirit 
of Peace, Charity, and Condeſcenfion ; ſhall this happy Change only affe the Church 
of England ? And are you ſo in love with ſeparation, as not to be moved by this Exam- 
ple ? It ought to be followed, were there na other Reaſon then that it is a Virtue ; bat 
when beſides that, it s becyme neceſſary to your Preſervation, it is impoſſible to fail 
the having its Effet upn you. 


TJHs Party-per-Pale-Humonr, - runs to the Tune of tne Old Ay(iper. 


Song : [And no body elſe ſhall Plunder but T ;] For the Quarrel 
docs not lye to the Dyſſeaters ſo much for any Arnimoſity of Theirs 
toward the Church of England, but for breaking in upon our Au- 
thor's Patent of Sole Privilege for the Abuſing of them Hipflf. 
There was a Time, *tis True, when Prelates, (ſays he) were K;- 
gid, Uncharitable, Unreaſonable, Stiff, and Tnexorable, Haughty, 
and under the Power of the Spirit of Perſecution, &c. But All is 
turn'd now it ſeems [into a Spirit of Peace, Charity, and Conae/- 
cenſion] ( Quere if it ſhould not have been, Comprehenſion) As wit- 
neſs the Pacifick Genius, and Tenderneſs of the Author here, and 
his Paper. Is the Church of Exzgland ſo Reforn?d, (the Letter”; 
Church of England, that is) and will none of Yon, my Maſters, 

F come | 
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come in, to take your Parrs in the Bleſſing ? Ale you fo in love with 
Separa tion, #hat when Wee come down to Tov, yowl be ruaniag 
away from Us ? (For Thar's the Meaning o'r. ) "Tis your Imereſt 
as well as your Virtue, to Ajoctate: And w hat's All This now, 
but the Down-rignt Pr ojett of Uniting, into a Republique ? 

IF it ſhould be ſaid, that the Church of England 7s never Humble, but when ſhe is 
0s at of per, and therefore loſeth the Right oF; bewg believed when ſhe pretendeth to 
* The Anſwer 1s, Firſt, it would be an Uncharitable Objeftion, and very much miſs- 
OP An Unſeaforrablo Trinmpo, nt ont Ungenergm, but Unſafe: So that in Theſe 
Reſpots, it cannot be Urge -d without Scandal, even thugh it could be ſaid with Truth. 
Seconaly, This is n*t | in Fact, ard the Argument muſt fill, berng built upon a falſe 
Feundatim ; fir whaterer may be told you, at tits very H); ir, and in the Heat, and 
Glare of your preſent Sunſhine, the Church of England can in a Moment bring Clouds 
again, and turn the Royal Thander upon your Heads ; Blow you off the Stage with a 
wo ith, if ſhe would give but a Smile, or a kuid Word; the leaſt Glimpſe of her Com- 
Crance, would throw you back into the Stare Of Suffering, and draw” upon you all the 
# hag of Severtty, which have acerized during the time of this Kindneſs toyou 5 and 
vet the Church of England, with all ber Faults, will not allow ker ſelf to be reſcued 
by fuch unjultifiable means, but chooſe;h to bear the Wetght of Power, rather then ye 
under the Burden of being Criminal. p.7, 8. 


V E have here as Lewd a Charatcr given (berwixt Hawk, 
cd Buzzard) of the Tri Cl 131: wh of Fiigland from the 
Pen of a Pretcaded Church- of- Engl: :d-Man, as the Concurring 
IVit, and Spite of the Greateſt E _ the has upon the Face of the 
Farth, could put together, Her Hinury is made the Effect of 
her Tmpotence : ; and therefore there's Vo bulewing of ber, (fays the 
Comment.) Put then (fays the Author Handy Dandy) 1 Far S a 
little Us charitable, and AMifo-timead _ an It 15 neither Generous, 
nor AS So tnat at This Seaſon it could hardly be faid with Gut 
Scaiudzl, tho among Friends, no more perhaps then Truth: Bat then 
m—_ Rubs vp the Difſenters again, with a Politick Hint, that the 
Church of England (Meaning, ſhis Church of England Still) 6 Is not 
io Low, yCL neither, as People Imagine ; and that ſhe Comld in 
te next Moment, Com mand Clmds and Thunder ; Turn Heawwa and 
Farth T opfy-1: roy with | but a Smile, or a Kind Word :] Bnt: Our 
Author®s Church of E England fcoras to be GA by ſuch Vajuſt iftable 
Means ;, (as giving the King [ns ;) and will rather beare the 
Weigl 1t of Porer, hr the Eurthen of being Cr iminal ; which 1s 
ail one, as to fay, _- tne King do what he wiil,, he ſhall never 
nake us Crerch, eILNcr iO his Auttortty, Or hog Power ;, like a 
Con any of Sneah iro, Sntveling, Loyal, Thatkfaf Rogues. But 
have. His Church-of- Eneland- Mena Power to do : 41l This ? (as he 
fays) Why then they have the Power to make the King Ereak his 
Word 
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Word, and to Stop the Sun in his Conrſe. In fine, his Majeſtics 
Faith, Honour, and Government, at the rate of theſe Huffs 
Challenges, lye all at Mercy. 

Tt cannot be ſaid that ſhe is Unproavobed , Bo:bs and Letters come oat every Dav t- 
cal for Anſwers, yer ſhe will not be ſtirred, From the ſupp:ſed Authors, and the 
Style, on? would ſwear they were Undertubers, and had mate a Contrat to fall :44 
with the Church of England. There are Laſhes in every Addreſs , Chailenges t1 dry 
the Pen, in every Pamphlet : In fh1:t, the faireſt Occiſtins in the World afien 7 
Quarrel; tut ſhe wiſely diſtinguiſh:th between the Body of Dillenters, win j/ - 
will ſuppsſe ty Ad, as they do, with ny 11 Iment 5 And theſe ſmall Shirmyhers fict :, 
ard ſent out to Picqueer, and to b:gin a Fray amongſt the Preteiiants for the Enter ial 
ment as well as the Advantage of the Church of Rowe. p. 8. 

Hat there are Provobing Books,and Letters.that Cai! for,and thar Require Aſc; s, 
| is a Point readilly agreed upon on My Part 3 and our Author will, 1 hope, 
' upon Second Thoughts admit T/ts Letter of his to be On? of the Number : N Y, 

and the Wrirers, and the Managers of ſome of thoſe Pampylers look like Trepars, 
or Sharpers, that make fr their Trade ro ſtarr Guarrels, and then Scome away with 
a Hat, ora Cliab inthe Interim. TI have ſeen feveral 4#4trefſ-s roo, that feem ro 
Extend Liberty of Worſhip ro Liberty of Reprache z, and thar think they Cannoy 
Eleſs God ſufficiently on the One hand, wittour Treading up:ntheir Neighbours Tos, 
on the Other, There's no Denying of Thijs: and what's the Iilue ar laſt, bar ritar che 
True Church of England Sufters for the Faults of our 4athors Church of Engl.ad, 
Faljly fo Called ? 


Ubmiſſion, Patience, and Reſignation, are Virtues, Undoubredly, thar Deterve 
Applauſe, and the Impartial Dijtribution of Reward or Puniſhment, for Well, or 
Evil-d1ing,is bur Writing after che Copy of the Dzvine Fuft ice: Burrhen we muſt ror 
call Etil, Good ;, nor Good, Evil. Ler us have no Stealing of Crowns in Canmica! 
Habits; No doing of 1!! Things under Falſe Names ; No Writing of Letters ro Di- 
ſturh Government 3, to Diſhorour a Nation, as well as ro Reproche any Religious Pro- 
ſeſſion ;, And after All Theſe Contradidions to the Doctrine and Pradtices of tiic 
Apatolical Church of England , let's have No Caſting a Canonical Robe over the 
Shoulders of an Impoſtor, and leave the Tyler ro Anſwer for the Charader, 


To hate them becauſe they perſecuted, and not t be reconciled to them when they ave 
ready to ſuffer, rather then receive all the Advantazes that can be gained by a Criminal 
Compliance, 7s a Principle no ſ5rt of Chriſtians can Own, ſince it would give an 06- 
Jeon tothem not to b2 Anſwered. p. 8. 


He Author ſets up here for a Safforer, What would the World think of him 

now,if his Name ſhould come to be found 2mong the Per ſecutors / Nor among rhe 
Perſecutors of the Diſſenters ; which he ( moſt Un-ſan-like) Reflets upon in This 
Clauſe ; bur among the Perſecutors, even of Thoſe pretended Perſecutrs Themſelves / 
I Charge him with Nerhing ; for I do not know him 3 bur he takes a kind of a 
Wrizling Biaſs in this Letter, as if he were Creeping into his Mother's Belly azain. The 
Criminal Compliance, is only the Conſcientio:rs Duty of Achnowled;ings His Majeſties 
Authorit» ; which is a Chara#eriftical Diſcrimination, berwixt the Lezitimmate, and 
the Ilegitimate Sons of the Church of England, 


Think a little, who they were that promoted your former Perſecutions, and tion conſte 
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er how it will look to be angry with the Inſtruments, and at the ſame time to make a 
League with the Authors of your Sufferings. 


TO pur this into Engliſh now ; the Papiſts were the Promoters,and the Proteſtants 

the Inſtruments of the Diſſenters Former Perſecutions : And will you now mabe 
a League, ſays he, with the Authors of your Sufferings ? This 1s only a Paraphraſe 
upon Otes's Epiſtle before his Narratite ; and a Story, ſo quire our of date, that 
a Man would as foon put Pcnto Paper, in Anſwer to a Canterbury Tale. 

1. Have you enough conſidered what will be expeFed from you ? Are you ready to ſtand 
in every Borough by Vertue of a Conge d'ellire, and inſtead of Eleetion, be ſatisf\'a, if 
104 are returned ? p.8, 

2. Will you in Parljament, juſt;fie the Diſpenſing Power, with all its Conſequences , 
and repeal the Teſt, by which you will mahe way for the Repeal of All rhe Laws that 
were made to preſerve your Religion, and to Enadt others that ſhall Deſtroy it ? 

3. Are you diſp»ſed to change the Liberty of Debate, znto the Merit of Obedience, 


and to be made Inſtruments to Repeal or Enatt Laws, when the Roman Confiſtory are 


Lords of the Articles ? | 

4. Are you fo linked with your NewFriends, as to reje& any Indulgence a Parliament 
ſhall offer you, if it ſhall mt be ſo Comprehenſive as to include the Papiſts 7n it ? p. 8. 

O take theſe Fuxr Heads as they Iye: The Firſt Implies a Dire& Pra#ice, and 
Confederacy, both In, and W:th the Sheriffs. 

The Second Anticipates the Queſtion,and Precludes the Freedom of a Parliamentary 
Debate : It makes the Common People, Fudges of State-Conſequences, and ſubjeRs 
the Wiſdom, and Juſtice of rhe Government to the Cenſure of rhe Multitude : Neij- 
ther is the Teft, ſo Sacred, as not to be lyable to the Common Conditions, and Li- 
mitations, thar are Annexed ro All Other Laws. 

3/y. Whar is This Contemptuors Infinuation, but an En flaming Bitterneſs, Mockery, 
and Scorn, ro the Higheſt Degree ; while the Kings Declaration is made the 
Ground of the Calumny, and the Incentive ro'c ? 

4ly. This is, as who ſhould ſay, | Leave 7t to the Parliament to ſet you at Liberty, 
but be ſure you have nothing to dv» with the Kings Declaration 3 nor with Any Indul- 
gence, that ſhall include the Papiſts for Company. ] 


{ Conſider that the implyed Conditions of your new Treaty are no leſs, then that you are 
to do every thing you are deſired, withut examining, and that for this pretended Li- 
berry cf Conſcience, ycur real Freedom 72s to be Sacrificed : Tour former Faults bang 
like Chains ſtill about you, you are let looſe only upon Baylz the firſt A of Non Compli- 
ance, ſendeth you to Jazl again. p. 8, 9. 

Ere's an Extravagance of Frgure,and Hyperbole, without the force of any Image 
of Reaſon,or Truth; bur the Author Berhinks himſelf what would be che moſt 
Provoking Thing in Nature, to be Said, or Done, under our Circumſtances, and 
then Throws it out to the Mobile, as the Reſolution. and Deſign, of the Kingand his 
Miniſters, | 
Tou may ſee that the Papiſts themſelves, do not rely upon the Legality of this Power» 
which you are to Fuſtifie, ſince they being ſo very earneſt to get it eſtabliſhed by a Law» 
and the doing ſuch very hard things in order, as they think to obtain it, is a clear Eu 
dence, that they do nt think, that the ſingle Power of the Crown us in this Caſe a good 
Foundation z eſpecially when this is done under a Prince, ſo very tender of all the Rights 
of Sovereignty, that he would think it a diminution to his Prerogative, where he con- 
eetverh it ſtrong enough to go alone, ta call in the Legiſlative help to. ſtrengthen and ſup- 
port 7h, | 
"THis SeKion is a piece of Art, that only Differs from the Former Strokes of the 
ſame Pen, in that jt Laſhes the Government with ſomewhat a Better Grace. The 
Pretext 
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Pretext is Popular, but bring it to the Touch, and it vaniſhes like a Miſt before the 
Sun. The King Suſpend's, by his Prerogative 3 bur a Total Repeal, muſt be the Work 
of his Majeſty in Parltament;, which does nor yer hinder the Temporary Virtue of a 
Temporary Suſpenſion : But to give the Author his due, he has ſome ſort of Fuſtce, 
as well as Wit in his Anger : For after the Crippling of the Prerogative, he Furniſhes 
a Crutch ; and calls in the LEGISLATIVE Help io Support it ; and ſo drops the 
Government into a kind of Partnerſhip berwixt King, Lords, and Commons, 


Tou have formerly blamed the Church of England, and not without reaſm, for going ſo Letter. 


far as they dia in their Compliance ; and yet as ſoon as they ſtopped, you ſee they are not 
only Deſerted, but Proſecuted : Conclude then frim this Example, that you muſt either 
break off your Friendſhip, or reſolve to have no Bounds in it, If they do not ſucceed in 
their Deſign, they will leave you firſt ; if they do, you muſt either leave them, when it 
will be too late for your Safety, or elſe after the ſqueazineſs of ſtarting at a Surflice, you 
muſt be forced to ſwallow Tranſubſtanriation. p. 9. 


TL. Ither This is the Fi#7on of a Caſe, to ſerve a Preſent Turn, or it is True in Mat- Anſwer. 


ter of Fa# ; bur ir is Clear, that the Diſfenters mean One Church of England, 
and rhar our Author ſpeaks of Another, Bur be ir as it will, here's no Light of Evi- 
dence that I can ſee » nor any Streſs of Argument. The Charge that was Flat Popery 
formerly, is now Dwindled down intoa Bare Complyance : But how is This Church 
Deſerted all this while ? How Proſecuted ? In rhe Declaration that's made the Foun- 
dation of the Controverſie, it is Expreſly Provided for, and Secur'd; and the Liberty 
that is Given to the One fide, is not Taken from the Other. But the Author's Church 
is Teachy, and Froward ; and the Anſwerer's Church is to bear the Blame on't. I 
am at a loſs too, at the ſuppoſed Srop here 3; How far did we Go ? What was it we 
Stuck at ? A Body would take it to be ſome Article of Faith, ar leaſt, by the 
Weight that's layd upon't 3 and that we were Half-way to Smithfield allready, to 
Burn at Stabe for't. And what's the Whole Bug'neſs at laſt; bur Live, and let Live : 
Give My People the Exerciſe of Their Religion, (ſays the King) and do Zou Enjo 
your Own : which, in our Caſe, is certainly a very Charitable, and a Reaſonable 
Medium. The Reſt runs alltrogether upon State-Calculations ; which is the Worſt 
way of Tampering Peoples Minds, and Spirzting away their Hearts from their Sove- 
reign, under the Counrenance of Political Judgments. Theſe Fore-boders, are Un- 
doubredly the moſt Pernicious of Wixzards, and Fortune-Tellers, 


Remember that the other day thoſe of the Church of England were Trimmers for 
enduring you, and now by a ſudden Turn you are become the Favourites : Do not decerve 
your ſelves, it is not the Nature of Laſting Plants thus to ſhoot up in a Night : Tou may 
look Gay and Green for a little Time, but you want a Root to-grue you a Continuance. 
It is not ſo long ſince, as to be forgotten, that the Maxim was, It is impoſſible for a 
Diffenter not to bea REBEL. p. 5+ 

Here's a Neft of Boxes in This Clauſe : The Author's Church of England, has 

a Comprehenfion in the Belly of it, and That Comprehenſion is Big again, with 

a Commonwealth, He makes Trimmer here, to be a Name of Reproche, caſt upon 
the Church of England, for Enduring the Diſſenters ; whereas, the Temporizing Neu» 
tralits Men Took up This Name to Themſ?lves, upon a Point of Vanity; as who 
ſhould ſay ; We are the Men that keep the Brat (or the Government) Even: And,in 
This very Place, with the Scandal of a Trimmer in his Mouth, he does the Office 
of a Frimer. The Man ſeems co be Dreadfully affraid of the Papiſts 3 and yer 
not Half ſo much, nor in-half ſoGood Earneſt, as T am affraid of the Commonwealths- 
Men ; and there is No: way for the doing of Fhat Fobb, like the Binding up of a 
Hundred ſeveral Religions in One Comprekenſion, There may be Good Faith, Con+ 
ſcience, and Moral Hefty, (and I doubr nor, bur that in a Conſiderable Meaſure, 
there is ſo-roo) in the Exerciſe of Every ſeveral Perſwafion, 4part ; but the 
Unitmg 
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then a Club of Confederacy, to do Miſchief: Beſide, rhar the Gathering-of Bodies, 
and Soczeties rogerher, afcer This manner, is one of the Peca!!.*rs of Sovereign 
Power. *T1isa \trange Thing, how much a Greater Privilzdge This Unbnown Per. 
ſn Aflumes to Himſelf here upon This Marteer, then he will allow the King : And 
rinac it ſhould be ſo much a Greater Crime, ro make the Papiſts and the D:iſPÞnrers 
Friends, then to Reconcile the Comprehenſion: Men, and rhe Diſſenters ; Nav, wich 
the Excluſion of a Third Party of his Majefties Subje&s, cur of A!l Terms of 
Agreement. Kevs a little Dark in this Paragraph ;, but the Change of One Wird 
will make him as C/ear as Chryſtal, Inſtead of | Ton want a ROOT to give you & 
Continuance | read it, | Yox want a HEAD to give you a Continuance : :) And That's 
the Natural Expofition of This Text. 

Conſider at this time in France, even the New Converts arc fo far from being em- 
ployed, that they are diſarmed : Their ſudden Chinge maberh them till to be diftruſtes, 
notwithſtanding that they are reconciled : What are' you to expe then from your dear 
Friends, to whom, whenever they ſhall think fit to throw you off again, you have in other 
times given ſuch Arguments for thetr Excuſe ? p. 9. 


He Senſe of this Period would have run every Jor as well in Theſe Words. 
You ſee how the Proteſtants, nay, and the very Converts too are uſed in 
France, and you muſt een Expet to he ſerv'd with the ſame Sauce here. Whar Co- 
{2ur can be Pretended now for This Calumny, after ſo many Declirations, Profeſſions, 
and Inſtances, Every Day Freſh and Freſh, to the Contrary £ Bur This 1s che Fruit 
of a Reſtleſs, and an Tnſatiable Comprehenſion- Principle, thar Never in This World 
thought Any Thing enovgh, ſhort of All. 

Beſides all this, Tou aft wery unshilfully againſt your viſible Intereſt, if you throw 
away the Advantages, of which you can hardly fail in the next probable Revolution. 
Thirgs tend naturally to what you would have, if you would let them alone, and not by 
an unr aſonable A#tivity loſe the Influences of your good Star which promiſeth you every 
thing that is proſperous. P. 9, 10. ; | 

Hy This is dire&ly a Calculating of the Kings Natiuty, and an Allmoſt-Un- 
heard of way of raifing a Uſe of Conſolation, ro the People, from the 
King's Mortality, if not the very Hope of his Majeſties Death. 


The Church of England, convinced of its Error in being ſevere to you 3 the Parli- 
ament, whenever it meeteth, ſure ta be gentle to you 5, the next Heir bred in the Country 
which you have ſo often quoted for a Pattern of Indulgence z a general Agreement of All 
Thinking Men, that we muſt no more cut our ſelves off from rhe Proteſtants abroad, 
but rather enlarge the Foundations upon which we are to build our Defences againſt the 
common Enemy ; jo that in Truth, all things ſeem to conſpire ro give you Eaſe and Satiſ- 
fadtion, . if by t19. much haſt, to anticipate. your good Fortune, you do not deſtroy it.p.10, 

F the Poor King (God Bleſs us All) ſhould rake 4bjolute 7/1 and Pleaſure upon 
[| him, ar the rate of the Vnaccountable Authorof This Letter 4 and talk of Parlia- 
ments, as if he had their Necks under h1s Girdle, there would be no Living, for 
Popular Appeals and Letters to Difſenters, Why *tis made lirtle leſs then Treaſon 
againſt the Majeſty of the Multitude for an Imperial Prince, only ro Recommend 
the Eaſing of his SubjeFs of his Own Communion, from. the Legal Scandal, and 
Imputation of being made Criminals by the Statute 3 and-ro-Exempr them from, the 
Civil Snares of Teſts, and Penalties, before any Immoral Crime ' 1s committed. 
Mythinks his Majeſty might be 4llowed one ſhort Word, For the Defendent, as ,well 
as any Private Letter-Writer a Thouſand Againſt him ; and to Feel the Pulje of a 
Parliament beforehand, what they Intend to do, as well as the Orher, to Dire? 
Pronounce, and Appornt Before-hand, what they Are, and Ought to do : But he "7 
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What can be Inncent , when it ſhall be a Crime ro be Thanhfal? And for a Sovereign 
Prince, even in a Proteſtant Cauſe, ro Grant Liberty ro a Proteſtant Purty 2? 
Burt to take him together now, Here's the Church, crying Peccaru ,, Security gi- 
ven for the God Behaviour of rhe Next Parliament :-And fo away for Holland ;,: 
[ That Pattern of Indulgence ;) (Witneſs their Taxes and Oppreſſions Innumerable,: 
as well as T:tt-rable : ) And what's his Bus'reſs ar” laſt, but Treating of Alyances, 
(b; what Authority I know not) and Enlargirg the Proteſtant Foundations, upon 
which (he ſays) we are to Build our Defences againit the COMMON ENEMT. | als 
Majeſty (God Preſerve him) being one of the Number , againft whom, Thſe De- 
fences are to be Built, His Concluſion is (in Trath) P7thy, and Pathetical 5 | Not 
to falt, my Matters, and yer Work will do ut ſelf.) | 
The Proteſlants have but one ' Article of Humane Strength, to oppoſe the Power Letter, 
which is naw azainſt them, and that is, mt to loſe ' the Advantage of their Numbers, 
by being ſn inwary as to let themſelves be divided, = 
[= FE is All, Politzques here, wp to the Hilts : He has Erced a Scheme; Found Anſwer, 
out a Propitiz;s Star ; Enſur"d upon a Parliament ;, Propos'd an Allyance ; En- 
larg'd Frindatims, and he is now come to Muſter up his Troops. He finds, upon 
his Books, that- the Proteſtants have - the Advantage of Numbers: Well ! And 
whar are Thoſe Numbers to-a1 9 They are ro Oppoſe the' Power which is now A- 
gainſt them : So ! And what is the Power r:1at 15! Againſt them? Why the Power 
of ' the Papijts, Every Morher's Son” of *'em. One and All 1s rhe Word 3 Thar is 
to ſay, 7ou muſt nt ſuffer your ſelves to be divided, Y 


We al agree in our Duty to our Prince 3 Our ObjeFions to bis Belief, do not hinder Letter. 
ws from ſeeing bis Virtues 5 and our not complying wath his Religion, hath no effe#t upoh 
our Allegiance; We are not tobe Laug "ed out of our . Paſſive Obedience, and the Do- 
#rine of Non Reſiſtance, thiugh even thoſe who perhaps owe the beſt part of their ſe- 
curityto That Ptinciple are aft to make ajeſt of it. p. 10. 
His is one of che Trimmeſt Periods we have had yer : Men may Agree in A4nſver, 
their Duty ro their Prince, and yet mijtake That Duty; And neither Zadze of 
it, nor Practice it Aright, If by This Daty, he means a Duty ſo Qualified, as that 
1s which runs thorough This Paper, the Lord Deliver his Majeſty from his Subje&s 
Agreement ina-Dzty of: That Complexion. A Man may ſee his Princes Virtue,withour 
loving him ever the Better for't. And what 1s ir to ſay, that the Kings Religion 
does not Operate upon My Alegeance, when my Allegeance may be Rotten, as well 
withwt jt, as wit) it, A Man, may be Debauched,. and Corrupted our of his 
Paſſive Ob-dience, witiiout being Langh'd our of it ; And the Pradlice of Non-Re- 
ſiſtznce is Deaf ro the Do&rine of it, So that this is All, Faſt, or L1ſe, as he pleaſes 
Himſelf, cen, | | 
8, that if we give no Advantage by the fatal miſtake of - miſ-applying our Anger, by 
the natural Courſe of Things, this Danger will paſs away like a ſhowre of” Hail ; Fair F-<tETs 
Weather will ſucceed, as lowring as the Sk y naw looketh, and all by this plain and eaſie 
Receipt ;, Let us be ftill, quiet, and undivided, firm at the ſame time to our Religion,our 
Loyalty, and our Laws ; and ſo long as we continue this method, it is next to impoſſible, 
that the Odds of Two Hundred ta One ſhould life the Bett, Except the Church of Roc, 
which: hath been: ſo long barren of Miracles, (hould now in her Declining Age,be brou._1s 
to Bed of one tha, : old out aathe beſt ſhe can brag of in her Legend. p. 10; 
F he had bur Preach'd This DoFrine by ys Example, and Pra#ic't the Counſel that 
he Gives, he ſhould never have Hampers Himſelf in the Difficulties, and Non- 
Sequiturs of This Diſcourſe. Arger miſapplyd, 18 a Fatal Miſtake, he ſays, and he 
has given us a Lr-rg Letter here, in Pr?9f on't: Bur why does he bid us be 
[Still] and lye Wrangling himſelf ? Why does he Adviſe | Qutet] and Crete Diſ- 
| quiet £ 
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quizt ? How comes he to Preſs Unity, and ar the Same Time to raiſe { Diviſions *] 
Religion, Loyalty, and Laws, are Gay Words ; bur they have been Apply'd, we know, 
to the Licenſe of the moſt Arheiſt:cal, Rebellious, and DiſÞlute Times, It his Counſel 
be General, the Aduice of This Clauſe Overthrows the Drift, and Contradi&s the 
Defign of All that Went before; for the Papiſts are excepted our of the Conditi- 
ons, If he Reſtrains ir only to the Proteſtants, What Colour of Right can any One 
Part of his Majeſties Subje&s Pretend to, for the Excluding of any Other ? He cloſes 
the Se&ion with an Allegory upon Midwifry, which'I have No Skill in. 


To conclude, the ſhort Queſtion will be, Whether you will j9yn with thoſe who muſt in the 
end run the ſame Fate with you. If Proteſtants of all ſorts, in their Behaviour to one 
another, have been to blame, they are upon the more equal terms, and for that very reaſon 
tt is fitter for them now to be reconciled, Our Dif-unton is not only a Reproche, but a 
Danger tous ; thoſe who believe in modern Miracles, have more Right, or at leaſt more 
Excuſe, to negle# all Secular Cantions ;, but for us ,it is as juſtifiable to have no Religion, 
as wilfully to throw away the Human Means of preſerving it. p. 10. 


TEre is indeed, as Short, and as Wild a Queſtion, as a body would Wiſh, without 
Any Qualification, either Expreſs'd, or Imply'd, for the putting of a man in 


, the way toward a Reaſonable Solution. If he had bur Confin'd the General Expreſ- 


ſoon of the | Same Fate, ] ro Matter of Religion, Life, Limb, Liberty, or Eſtate ; or 
to any other Determinate Point, that a body might have known what to ſpeak to, 
One might have made a Bolt or a Shaft on'c 3 butto ralk of rhe [ Same Fate} art 
Large : why who knows, but he may Carry it to Ele#ron, Reprobation, or What 
not £ And, under favour, it was a Great Overſight in him, to lay the Streſs of 
the Perſuaſive upon the Train'of the Company, that goes the ſame Way, rather 
then upon the Reaſon of the Thing : Eſpecially Conſidering, that the Same Argu- 
ment holds ſtronger for the BroacWay, then ir does for the Narrow. *Tis true, he 
Propoſes an Union here, which is neither Better, nor Worſe, then an Aſſociation, 

There remains yet One very Extraordinary Point behind, thar is not, upon Any 
Terms, to be Paſs'd over without ſome Animadverſion, That 1s to ſay, A Reſolution 
upon the Caſe, betwixt the Comprehenſional-Church-of-England- Men,and the Diſſent- 
ers , as it 1s Determin'd by the Author of This Letter. 

Reſolved, That it is as Fuſtifiable to have No Religion, as Willfully to throw away 
the HUMANE MEANS of Preſerving 7t. 

In the Firſt Place, What is That Man's Religion, that is of a Hundred and Fifty 
Religions, according to the Caſe here in Hand ? Orhas That Man Any Rel:gion, or 
No, that Compound's All Theſe into One ? 

21y. Had not a man better be Careleſs, or Improvident, then Atheiſtical ? and ber- 
rer be Guilty of a Failing in his Duty toward God, in This -or Thar Particular, 
then of a Blaſphemous Defyance of him in the Habit of an Impious Life 2? ; 

3ly. What does rhe Author intend by [ HUMANE MEANS ? |] For Conſprraczes, 
Force of Arms, Seditious Prattices, and All rhe Methods of Overturning Governments, 
fall properly enough under the Claſſis of [ Humane Means. | Now if a man may take 
the Liberty with This Paper, that the Fathers of the Church do with the Holy Bible, 
2. e. of Expounding One Text by Another : Here is Anti-Monarchical Dofrine int 3 
Proje# of Confederacy ; Force of Numbers, and Dint of Calumny ; which do all fall 
Narurally under the Topique of [| Humane Means. ] The Word { Willfully ) ( even if 
the Other Law-words, Adviſedly, and Maliciouſly, had beenadded to'r,) amounts to 


no more then what 1s Neceſſarily Invalv'd, and Implyd in the Reſt, Now ro Con- 
clude; Humane Means for Preſerving a Religion, can Operate no further then in 
Caſes where Religion may be Taken away; And I never heard of a Religion yer, thar 
was taken away by Atual Vidlence, I have now done with the Letter zt f- 

the Authors Laſt Words, ſhall be the Anſwerers roo. I am, 

| Dear Sir, 


If; and 
Tour moſt Aﬀetionate Humble Servant. 
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N. che Courſe of This Letter and Anſwer I have dealt Faithfuliy in every Far - 

ticular both of Text and Comment ; bur I have ſomewhar yet more to add upon 
the Whole Matter, rouching the Fudgment, Candor, and Deſign of the Author, to- 
gerher wich che Condu#, and Argument of the Paper it ſelf. 

The Author Wrires himſelf a Church-of-England- Man, but it muſt he by a Second 
Venter then ; for he gives his Orthodox Mother moſt Bloudy hard Words, even in his 
Prerended Zeale for the Intereſt of That Communiom. A Papiſt is his Averſion : 
And Then he is No Diſſenter neither ; for 'tis the Main Drift of his Diſcourſe, to 
Cluck the Diſſenters over ro him, and Gather them under his Wing : Only by fhew- 
ing what he 1s Net, he gives in ſome meaſure to underſtand whar he 1s.If one may 
Judge of his Perſwafion, by his Letter, it is an Hundred and Fifty Diverſities, of 
Opimon, Kneaded rogerher according to the Amſterdam Diſpenſatory, inco one Sove- 
reign Compoſition, under the Nick Name of [ PROTESTANT: | So thar a Pody may 
ſay of the Religion of This Pumphler, as the Wench in rhe Comedy ſaid of her 
Baſtard, *Tis the TROUP'S Religion, "tis the FROUP'S Child ; and there wene a 
great many People ro rhe Making of it. In one Word ; it is aCoalitinn of fo ma- 
ny Nominal Religions into One State-Fafion ; for though there may be Conſcience 
in the Particular Opinions, Severally, and Apart ; it ts yer Impoſſible for the Agree- 
ment to be any thing bur a Confederacy,in the ConjunFi9n 5 That being the Only Me- 
dium wherein they can Unite. As to the Candor of the Writer, and his De- 
ſign ; Tr 1s as Clear as Day, that he has raken up a Falſe Pretence, as well as a 
Falſe Perſon ; and rhar he neirher is a Genuine Son of the Church of England, nor 
2 True Friend to't ; for Lizht and Darbneſs are nor more Contrary One to Anorher, 
then his Pradice is to his Profeſſion : Inſfomuch, rhat his own Words and Works are 
a Thouſand Witneſſes againſt him. 

The Church of England, he ſays, upon the Lare Kings Reftauration, Sacrificed 
their Intereſt to their REVENGE. RIGID PRELATES that kept People art an 
UNCHARITABLE D#ſtance: STIFF and INEXORABLE to Reaſonable Scruples : 
HAUGHTY, and Govern'd by the Spirit of PERSECUTION. Lexter to a Dif 
ſenter, Þ. 7. - 

Is 2x HA Gracious Church-of- England-Child now, to talk ar This Rate of his 
own Mother 2 And then to ſhew that he has every Jor as little Reverence for his 
Civil Parent, as he has for his Eccleſrtaſtical ; take his Papers from End to End, 
and he has not ſo much as One Line in 'em that looks kindly upon the Govern- 
went ; for what's the Drift of them, bur ro Debauch the Diſſenters from their Da- 
ty ; to Poſſeſs the Multitude with Deſperate Poſitions againſt the King's Power 3 Ca- 
lumnies againſt his Adminiſtration, and Down-right Slanders upon his Hmwr and 
Fu lice / To Hair Them our of their Wits, with Crohing, and I!l-b3ing Preſages ; 
Fill their Heads with Enflaming, and Implacable Fealouſres , Alarm them with Vi- 
fionary Dangers ;, Stir them up to Outrages, by an Oſtenration of rheir Numbers; 
Flatter them into a Falſe Opinion of their Rights and Privileges / And who bur 
the Mobile, all this while, for the Fudges of the Controverſte / What's the Whole 
Diſcourſe, in fine, bur a Le#ure of Civil Power berwixr King and People, upon 
the Text of PROTESTANT and PAPIST ! And in One Word; A Paradox of 
Conſcience Dodg'd into a Popular Scheme of Government / Bur All, under the 
Pretext ſtill, of a Church of England Letter too; though Bloud was as much a Church 
of England Door, when he Stole the Crown ; And I would rhe Reſemblance of This 
Pamphler did not look like the ſame Charatter Aſſum'd again, for the ſame End, 

This Letter, they ay, has made ſome Proſehtes, (as they call them : ) bur S-- 
cret Friends, and Abetters it has, in Abundance, though, moſt Infallzbly, whoever 
is a Friend ta the Intent, and Matter of ir, is an Enemy to the True o_—_ 

on G naland. 
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England, as well as to that of Rome : to the Honour of his Majeſty,and to the Peace 
of his Dominions : And therefore People ſhould do well ro Conſider the De&rine 
and the Biaſs of This Letter, before chey rake upon them to Judge of the Merits 
of it. I reckon it My Duty however, rot to ler the Scandal of fo Undutiſul a 
Pradlice reft at the Door of the Church of Ergland, if I know how to remove jr. 

I have one Word more to ſay yer, upon a Fancy, that has taken People in the 
Heau upan ris Occation : Firſt, That n) Charch of England man wil Anſwer This 
Z.-tter, Alv. L* Eſtrange, of All Others, that has ever been (o Briter, and ſo V79- 
tent 203inſt Liberty of Conſcience, is.the Unfitteſt Yan in Nacure, to rake upon him 
ro D-ſendit : In Contradidiom to his Toleration Diſcuſs*d, his Obfervators, and 
Twenty P.imphlets more upon This Subje&. Generals prove Nothing ; Befide that 
they are commonly the Refuge of Shufflers, and Cheats, Bur I am con- 
tentho'cver, to pur the Matter to This Iſſue : Let but any man thar Charges Mee 
wick ſach Cortrazi7icns, ſubmit to paſs for a Fol, if he does not particularly 
Frove them 3 and ler me Wear the Reputation of a Knave,if (ina Fatr and Rea- 
ſonable Equity of ConftrufFinn) he makes his Accuſation Good, 

I have now but One Point more to ſpeak to 3 And Thar's the SubjeF of the 
King's Power ; *Tis no more then whar the Letter Reguires, and what I have Pro- 
miſedrodo;z And in Concluſion, a Right that I Ove, borh to the Cauſe, and to 
my Wa d, 

The Author of the Letter to a Diſſenter has ſeveral Dangerous Dorines and Paſ- 
fazes, Þ 51 $,8,0. upon the Argu:nent of the King's Prerogative, and the Duty of a 
SubjefF, He Queſtions the King s Late Declaration,in point of Law, p. 5. And lays 
down for a Maxim, thar No Treſpaſs again/t the Laws in Being, us to be Defended : 

hough Univerful Pradice, and Opinion are agreed upon'r, that the Obli2atinn of 
All Himane Laws, is in ſome forr, Conditional. He makes Addvreſſmg of Thanks, 
upon Thar Declaration, to be the Giving up ef 4 Right inthe Law,ſp. 6. He ſup- 
poſes the King himſelf, Doubrful of bis 9wn Power, p. 9. He Realons all he can a- 
£ainſt rhe Diſpenſing Power, and Repealirg the Teft, p.8. And he calls Submiſ- 
{13n to That Declaration, the Setting up of a Power to HELP the Perle, that will DE+ 
STROY 72m, p. 5. 

Theſe Poſitions are Communicated ; in at Leaſt Twenty Thouſand Copies perhaps, 
to his Wajcſties Subjeds, 1n All uariers of the kin;zdom; and the DoFrine, For- 
ij” d with the moſt Artificial Colours that the Matrer will bear. Upon the whole 
Bus nefs, there's Nothing to be done in tucha Caſe as This, but by Encountring 
IndllryIwith Induflry.and Oppoſing Trath to Error, There will be No Need of a D1- 
flin?, and a Particular Anſwer to This and That Clauſe, or Period, bur rather to 
ſpeak to the Whole Queſtion, at Once, in a Clear, and an Ejjetual. Reply. 


TO hegin ar the Root of rhe Controverſie z; The Ring puts out a Declaration of 
Indulgence : The Author of the Letter ro a Dijenter, Denyes his Diſpenſing Pow- 
er; makes the very Acceftagce of it Criminal in the Subje&t ; and a Giving up F4 
their Rights , and Pot:tively Pronounccs the Law to be ſo Sacred, that No Treſpaſs 
againſt it us to be Deſended, It reits now ro Prove, that This Dodrine, and Pra- 
&ice is not only Erroneozrs, and Pernicious, with a Reſpe& ro our Preſent Caſe, 
and Conftitution, bur Utterly Deſtructive of Humane Soctety, and of the very Foun- 
daiims of Government at felf, To ſay nothing how Arrificially the Wricer of That 
Lecter has Sh@7zm'd upon che People his Majeſties AR of: Grace in favour of the 
Difenters, for a Matter Concerted berwjxt Them, and the Papiſts, without which 
Pretence, the I:iiatos Parr of the Pamphlet falls ro the Ground, 
Now for the Clearing of This Queſtion, He that would take the Zuft Meaſures 
of rhe Prerogativcs of Porer, ſhould properly look back into the Original of Go- 
Verg- 
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wernment 3 and from thence Trace the Wiſdom, and the Providence of Almigh- 
ty God, through the Means to the End; and through the Cauſes to their Effe#s 
There arc, *cis true, Certain Prerogatives Peculiar ro This, or That Frame of State 
and Differing in One Place, from what they are jn Arother : Eur Thele are of a 
Humane Make, arc n:av be Laid down, as they were Taken up, ar pleaſure, They 
are Lncal, Temporary, Perſinal, Conditional, Occaſional Priuleges perhaps, and 
nor of the Nuriber of Thoſe Sacred, Unchargeable, and Incommunicable Eſſentials, 
thar we rc here fpeoking cf, : 

It was the Work of aw Cmripotent Power, to make the World out "of Nothing 
As Order was the Work of the Diine Wiſdom, and Government conſequently, of a 
Ditine Irſiitiition. ard Appotntment. Thus Government was Ordained for the Regula- 
tion of Meu it: Snczety , Avd Zhat Ordinance would have been utterly Vain, and 
of No Eitc&t, wichouta Competency of Powers, and Faculties, for ſecuring of All 
the Ends of it. Now if Government zt ſelf was immediately from Gos/ Thoſe 
Eminences oi Piiuilege and Authority without which That Pramary Power Cannot , 
Work, muft r.cfis be of Divine Right tco 3 Ard Kings are ©© leſs Anſwerable to 
their Principal, for the Maintenance of the Power, with which they are Entruſted, 
then they are for the Exerci/e of it : So rhar 1f Rulers cannot Depart from Theſe 
Fundamentals of Government without Breach of Faith; If- Humane Laws ſhall be 
found Tnjufiicient ro Anſwer all rhe Emergencies, and Variations of Himane Affasrs 5 
And if the Reſerte of a Power to Diſpenſe with thoſe Humane Laws, in cafe of 
ſuch and ſuch Ex1gencies, ſhall be ljkewife found of Abſolute Neceſſity for the 
Suppert of Government ; the Sum of the Queſtion will be brought into a Narrow 
Compaſs ;- and no more then This: Shall a Prince, in favour of an Imperfe#, Hu- 
mane Law, Diſpenſe with an Unaiſpen/able. Duty ro a Law Divine? And in ſodoing, 
Diſpenſe with God's Law, rather then Diſpenſe. with his-Own ? It is -a Thing paſt 
Diſpute, rhat many Laws have been Nullities in the very Creation of them : And 
it 15 Impoſſible to make Any Poſitive Law of Man ſo Extenſive, as to Anſwer All 
Circumſtances of Time, Place, Condition, Charge, er Cccaſion : The Force and the 
Frequency of Over-ruling Neceſſities, 1s Granted on All Hands, and that where- 
ever the Government is, there 1s the Judgment, . If the People may Judge, they 
may Cenſure ; If Cenſure, Puniſh ; It Puniſh, they Govern : And the 7relding of 
One Point to a Popular Uſurpation, does in Efte&, Tacitly Entitle them to the Reft, 
Neither 1s there Any other Lim ſer to this Power, then the Honour, the Conſci- 
ence, and the Juſtice of the Governer; For the Bare Ad":ittarce, _ of a Check, 
or Control, Implies a Super 79ur Power : Men are Corrupt, Frail, Short-ſighted, and 
their Works, Imperfe, Bills may be Carry'd by Paſſion, Intereſt, Power ; and there 
may be likewiſe Inadvertency, or Siniſter Conſideration in the Paſſing of them 3 bur 
the Laws of Nature, and of Euty, are Sacred, and Certain ; for That which Na- 
ture does, God docs, 

This is Chietly intended of Laws that were Well enough, or perhaps, Excellent 
Proviſions, at the Firſt making of them.; ' bur in Tra of Time, upon ſome Un- 
expeded Revolution ; or in ſuch or ſuch a Caſe perchance, may be found Inconve- 
aient, Theſe, 1 ſay, may be Suſpended ; bur then there are Laws of Anther Sort, 
thatare Void, ab Initio, and upon No Terms ro be either Defended, or Executed ; 
As I have Inſtanced formergy ſomewhar to this Purpoſe in rhe Caſe of the Proceed- 
ings, under Charles the Firſt againſt the Papiſts, Thar Excellent Prince. according 
to all Reaſonable, and Humane Preſumption, loſt his Crown, and his Life, in Com- 
plement to a Void AF of his Own, in pretending to Bar himſelf rhe Uſe, and Service 
of his Subjefs : As if an Aﬀ of State could Superſede a Fundamental of God and Nas 
ture, T have the Authority of a Great Man ( Biſhop Sanderſon) ro Back me in 
the Caſuiftical Streſs of This Inſtance : | God (fays he) hath giren ts his Vicegerents 
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Bore om Barth, a REGHY In, and a POWER Over the Perſons of ALL. their Subje&s," -- ; 


within their ſeveral Den even to the ſpending of their Lives in their © 
Conntries Service; WHENTORVER they (hall be by Their Authority called thereuntq, 
Five Gaſcs, p. 71.] Now if they have Theſe Privileges of RIGHT, and POWER, 
from-GOD 3 and” Excending ro ALL, and WHENSOEVER, wirhout Exceprion, 
cither to Thme, Number,or BiftinFion of Perſons : What Earchly Power ſha!! dare 
wo Controll This Commiſſim #' Aid T' have One Word more ro Offer now (thar I 
have formerly ſpoken ro) which comes a lictle Cloſer yer to the Point. 

The Precept of { Homour thy Father and thy Mother ] is undoubtedly of Divine Au- 
thority ; and a Command, of "at Inimutable, and Indiſpenſable 05/72 ation: And it. 
hes Catholique Aſſent ro'e, thar it Exrends, as well to our C7vil, and Political, as to 
our Natural Parents. By This Ev, Ab Subje#s are Bound in Conſcience to Attend 
theCalland the Service of rheir PFinee-z for the Precept 15 Poſitive 3 without Any 
Haalifc ation; Limitaticn, or Conditiy wharſoever. The Queſtion will be Shorcly : 

5 now 3 Wherher Any King, catby any A& of Civil Authority, Diveſt himſelf 
ef This Right, over the Perſons of his SubjeFs 2 I do not ſay bur he may Chuſe. 
wh.erher he will Command them, or Not ; bur he Cannor Diſcharge his People of 
* their Duty of Obedience, in caſe he Requires their Service z Thar is to ſay 3 In any 

Eaſe, which is nor Contrary to the Will, and Word of God, N) Humane Law Can 
Abſobve them from Thar Officeof Allegeance : So thar im the Conclufion, either 
Thoſe Subje#s are Clear before God, that ſerve their Prince, when by him there- 
unto required, norwichſtanding any Law of Man to the Contrary 5 Or the Ten: 
Commandments may be turn'd ro Waſte Paper 3 If che Law of the Land ſhall Forbie. 

2 Pendlty, Thar which the Law of God, Commands upon a Penalty. 
his i. for my Preſent Purpoſe z and if ir be not ſo for Common Sattsfa- 
#iov, diy Thi Yolume of 0hſerugters, has Fifty Times as ach upon this Sybjo#. 


